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A honking farewell 


STUDENT SENATE members Dan 


D. Miller photo 
Chapman, Jamie Gallant, Cory Hua, 


Carmen Russell and Lyn Thomas present former president John R. 


Dimitry with a horn attached to 
day of service to the college. 


a cane as a good-bye gift on his last 


Lawrence campus 
named for Dimitry 


® Former president 
applauded for efforts 
to secure building 


By SCOTT FERREN 
Editor 


[Te college’s board of trustees ap 
proved a preliminary motion to 
name the building at the Lawrence 
campus for retired president John R. 
Dimitry. 

The trustees approved the move at 
their January meeting, and it now awaits 
the approval of the Higher Education 
Coordinating Council, which, according 
to student trustee Lucy Gagnon, should 
sail through without incident. 

Dimitry expressed elation at the nam- 
ing of the building in his honor. 

“T’m enthralled,” he said. “I’m deeply 
appreciative. To have a college named 
after me, it means a lot.” 

The building was donated to the Com- 
monwealth by the Prudential Insurance 
Company of America and if the motion 
is approved by HECC, it will be referred 
to as the John R. Dimitry Building. 

Gagnon Said it weren’t for Dimitry, 
NECC wouldn’t have a Lawrence cam- 
pus. 

“He was the person responsible,” she 


said. “He worked diligently to get his 
vision to be a reality.” 

“The former president.was the mov- 
ing force to provide a proper facility to 
house the educational needs in 
Lawrence,” said Joseph Brown, dean of 
administrative services. “It was through 
his leadership the gift from Prudential 
was given to us.” 

It’s not the first time a college facility 
has been named for Dimitry. He served 
as president of Macomb Community Col- 
lege in Mt. Clemens, Mich. from 1967-75, 
and the college named the student/com- 
munity center for him when he left. 

“Colleges are living kinds of things,” 
Dimitry said. “For a building that vi- 
brates named after me-I’mvery proud.” 

Mary Wilson, dean of development, 
said it’s a most appropriate tribute to 
Dimitry, given his years of hard work. 

Student senate secretary, Dan 
Chapman, applauded Dimitry’s years of 
service at the college. 

“Twenty years is a long time to be 
dedicated to ajob such as his,” Chapman 
said. “I think he did a good job; it’s a 
fitting end to his tenure.” 

Even though Dimitry is appreciative, 
he realizes it’s the facility that will be left 
behind, not his namesake. 

“Twenty years from now they'll say 
John who? So what? The building and 
the college is what’s important, not the 
name,” he said. 


Costly tuition cut coming 


® Reduction limited to 
some courses; trustees 
to determine fate of 
proposed fee changes 


By DAVID C. MILLER 
News Editor 
‘ 

recent decision made by the Higher 
Education Coordinating Council to 
cut tuition at the state’s 15 commu- 

nity college has some NECC administrators 

worried. 

On Jan. 15, HECC announced that 13 of 
the 15 community colleges will be required 
to cut tuition by 10 percent. Tuition will 
decrease by 5 percent at Berkshire Commu- 
nity College and Greenfield Community 
College. 

Coincidentally, HECC has asked for an 
additional 10 percent reduction in fees set 
by the colleges’ boards of trustees. 

HECC chairman, Stanley Z. Koplik, said 
the state’s community colleges are among 
the most expensive nationwide. 


D. Miller photo 
HECC CHAIRMAN, Stanley Z. Koplik 


vows to trim college expenses soon. 
“Rather than have a zero increase in 


tuition, we thought it would be appropriate 
to go in the other direction,” he said. 

For now, the 10 percent cut only applies 
to non-Division of Continuing Education 
(DCE) courses which are roughly half of all 
the course offered. 

How this will affect NECC remains un- 
clear for now, but with the present drop in 

See FEE, page 7 


Enrollment decline 


continues 


By DANIELLE PAPLASKAS 
Managing Editor 


fter tallying this semester’s enroll- 
Av figures, administrators say the 

numbers have dropped 15 percent 
compared to Spring ’95. A task force is 
looking into the reasons for and possible 
solutions to this decrease. 

One of the reasons for a decrease in 
enrollment might be the economy, said 
Norman J. Landry, dean of student services. 
Some students just can’t afford the tuition. 

Massachusetts has some of the highest 
college tuition rates in the country. He 
hoped the payment plan would assist stu- 
dents, but even a few hundred dollars is 
sometimes difficult for students to come up 
with. 

Landry also said as students are choos- 
ing which college to attend, they will be 


in spring 


See Related Story, p. 9 


comparing costs and may opt for one of our 
competitors. 

“If a college like Hesser, for example, 
costs only a few hundred dollars more than 
NECC, students may choose the better- 
known college,” Landry said. 

Last semester 508 full-time equated stu- 
dents dropped one or more oftheir courses. 

“The biggest loss by far, in enrollment, 
is students not returning,” President David 
Hartleb said. 

The task force is looking into how to 
keep students from dropping out. 

One idea Robert McDonald, dean of aca- 
demic services, and Landry are working on 
together is early intervention by faculty. 


They want teachers to call the homes of the 
See SPRING, page 7 


Faculty contract set for vote 


® As Feb. 6 nears, some 
hold- concerns about 
snags and delays 


By GEORGE R. SCIONE 
Editorial Staff 


ith the beginning of the Spring 
semester comes an end to the 
faculty union action known as 


work to rule. 


On Feb. 6 and 7 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
and 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., faculty members will 
go to Haverhill and Lawrence to vote for 
ratification of the DCE contract and per- 
haps the day contract as well. 

Although it appears the DCE contract 
will be ratified by faculty members, some 
fear Gov. William F. Weld will not to sign 
the day contract. If this happens, commu- 
nity college faculty will be unable to vote on 
both proposals at this time. 

The DCE contract is set for a vote on 

See VOTE, page 5 


At the helm 


With the approval of the 
housing allowance, David 
Hartleb signs on as NECC’s 


new president. 
See centerspread, pages 10-11 


“I really feel for the guys who 
have stuck with the program 
since the beginning.” 


| See story on men‘s b-ball team, now a campus club, page 18 
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Men’s b-ball ‘clubbed’ 


@ At a high cost to 
students, ineligibility 
again ruins season for a 
sports team 


series of sharp jabs and upper 
Ac* knocked out the °95-96 

men’s basketball team (1-9). Af- 
ter losing four players to ineligibility, 
one due to an injury and another ready 
to pack his bags for Greece — the college’s 
basketball team is now a basketball club. 

Historically, between the fall and 
spring semesters, the men’s and 
women’s teams lose a number of play- 
ers due to poor grades. In the past, 
students have continued playing while 
ineligible, forcing the forfeiture of the 
games they played. 

As a club, any students can play for 
the team, regardless of their number of 
credits, GPA., and primarily without 
having any form of skills, experience or 
coordination. Anyone can play college 
basketball for the NECC Knights. 

“Come on down, no need for letters 
from previous coaches, heck— you don’t 
have to even show me you can dribble.” 

The college’s student activities of- 
fice allocated the men’s team $9,000 
for the 1995 fiscal year, and another 


nine grand for FY ’96. 

Why are students donating their 
fees to a program which can hardly suit 
up enough players to make up one line, 
let alone developing any type of bench? 

The athletic department is now look- 
ing into the prospect of beginning a 
college football team. 

“Go big blue!” What makes anyone 
at the college, or even perspective coach 
Vincent Keough, think they can come 
up with even 11 students to play both 
offense and defense? 

The basketball team can’t get more 
than six players, but some feel the 
football program can suit up a full 
squad...that’s highly doubtful. 

Last year, Athletic Director Carl Beal 
made both the men’s soccer and 
women’s softball teams into club sports, 
and now men’s b-ball joins them. 

One has to wonder what the product 
is of the $26,800 appropriated to the 
four NECC sports teams from the FY 96 
student activities budget. Even worse, 
the men’s club receives more than any 
NECC team — and $2,200 more than the 
9-3 women’s basketball. 

$9,000 for a sport that can’t suit up 
enough players to be considered a team? 
The mathematics just don’t add up. 


Letters Policy 


- The ‘Observer’ welcomes your comments in our letters to the editor. 
Please limit them to 300 words. Make sure they are signed with your 
position/major and include a telephone number for verification. 


Building naming shows 
disregard for the process 


To the editor: 

The trustees’ farewell gift for former 
President Dimitry is poorly wrapped. 

It is ironic that in naming the Lawrence 
building for the ex-president, the trustees 
have chosen to bypass the very process 
upon which he has so vigorously insisted. 
As a result, they have vitiated the very 
fitting honor they have bestowed upon 
him. 

Unfortunately, the board’s conduct of 
last year’s presidential selection reflected a 
similar approach. By ignoring student and 
employee input, and failing to engage in a 
meaningful dialogue with campus constitu- 
encies regarding their selection, the trust- 
ees have weakened President Hartleb’s po- 
sition as he begins his tenure. 

The events of the last few months — the 
presidential transition and the contract 
deadlock — have kindled a new interest in 
the board’s activities, an interest that is 


evident both on campus and in the public 
media. This interest is likely to continue as 
we begin a new presidency. If accountabil- 
ity is to become more than a buzzword at 
NECC, it must start with the trustees. This 
means, among other things, that they must 
follow their own rules - their bylaws and 
policies. 

It is my sincere hope that this year, 
under President Hartleb, communication 
between the board and the All College 
Council, as well as all campus constituen- 
cies, will increase and improve. If the new 
president and the board are willing to move 
in this direction, we can put the “commu- 
nity” back into Northern Essex Community 
College. 

Sincerely, 
Gene Wintner, 
All College Council President 


Welcome Back 


- With the new semester, the ‘Observer’ has added a 
new feature. Dan Puro’s column, right, is the first of 
many guest columns. This new section of the ‘Ob- 


server’ called “Campus Forum”, allows readers to 

take their turn in commenting about our college. 
Contact George R. Scione, opinion editor, at ext. 

2634 if you wish to contribute to this section. 


National Pacemaker 
Fall 1995 
ACP Best of Show 
Fall 1995 
Gold Crown Award 
Spring 1995 
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Your MASSPIRG help 


Mike lucked) 


can make a difference 


® Volunteers could help 
organize to let students 
take back the power 


hasn’t been seen since the dinosaurs. 

Sixty-eight percent of Massachusetts 
rivers are too polluted to fish or swim in, 
more than double the outrageous national 
average of 30 percent. 

Three million Americans are homeless, 
and the fastest growing segment of the 
homeless are families with children. 

Our government officials are not ad- 
equately representing issues students care 
about, their decisions largely dictated by 
the campaign contributions of large corpo- 
rations and other special interests. Seem 
hopeless? Only if we don’t organize! 

While your minds may still be groggy 
from break, it’s time to get back in gear and 
continue the great work that happened 
here last semester. I'd like to reintroduce 
you to MASS Student PIRG, relate some of 
our accomplishments last semester, and let 
you know about our projects for the spring. 

The PIRG idea was originally proposed 
by Ralph Nader, the well-known consumer 
advocate. The idea was that students could 
assess themselves fees through an on-cam- 
pus referendum process. 

These fees are used to hire professional 
staff to help students organize and find 
creative solutions around issues they care 
about. 

Students control and approve budgets 
for the organization and remain the pri- 
mary source for campaign ideas and en- 
ergy. 

MASS Student PIRG (Massachusetts Stu- 
dent Public Interest Research Group) is a 
statewide nonprofit, student-directed and 
funded environmental and consumer watch- 
dog group. There are 27 chapters across the 
state. 

Students at NECC ran a referendum and 
voted to establish the chapter in 1991. We 
are funded by a $5 per student, per semes- 
ter waivable fee. Last semester, students 
voted by a 95 percent margin to continue 
supporting the MASS Student PIRG chapter 
at NECC. 


S pecies are going extinct at a rate that 
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Last semester, students at NECC helped 
raise over 2,500 lbs. of food and basic neces- 
sities for the Emmaus House and the Open 
Hand Pantry. Sixty NECC students attended 
a rally to “Save Student Aid” in Boston, 
joining 1,500 students from 38 other schools. 

_ NECChad one of the largest showings of 
any college. We also sent hundreds of post- 
cards and petition signatures to Congress, 
supporting affordable higher education. 
Students also helped organize a “Global 
Reality Dinner” to raise awareness and funds 
around hunger issues. 

This semester, we'll be working on a 
great mix of campaigns across the state, as 
decided by our student board of directors. 
Our projects include: 

Water Watch: Our lead campaign com- 
bines service and environmental educa- 
tion. 

We'll coordinate river cleanups, teach 
environmental education classes in local 
grade schools and do stream-walks to docu- 
ment pollution in waterways. 

We'll also lobby the state legislature to 
get the River Protection Act passed, to help 
Massachusetts’ horribly-polluted water- 
ways. 

Youth Vote ’96: This campaign builds on 
the student power found in the fight to save 
higher education. It takes a proactive stance 
in defining and promoting student issues 
for the next round of elections. 

We'll register students to vote, build 
coalitions, define a student platform and ° 
educate students about candidates posi- . 
tions on important issues. 

Hunger and Homelessness: We'll orga- | 
nize the 12th Annual Hunger Clean-up to 
provide community programs with much 
needed volunteers and to raise money for 
hunger relief. We'll also coordinate food 
drives and other fund-raising events. 

These projects need your support and 
effort to be successful. Get involved! We 
have tons of ways that you can help, includ- 
ing, collecting surveys, working in a shel- 
ter, helping out on a food drive, coming to 
astream clean-up, teaching kids about water 
pollution, or registering your friends to 
vote. 

We offer internships through the co-op 
office on any of these projects, allowing you 
to get course credit for working on issues 
you care about. Internships are a great 
opportunity to get involved and make a real 
difference! 


Dan Puro is the MASSPIRG Campus Orga- 
nizer for NECC. For more info, contact him in F- 
124 on Tue, Wed and Fri or at ext. 3739. 
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Religion: waste of time or worthwhile? 


@ People shouldn’t put 
so much faith into 
these mythical tales 


t’s getting harder and harder to accept 

and believe in the concept of religion. 

The most hypocritical thing is that many 
religious people refuse to acknowledge other 
religions even though some of the ideas 
within their own beliefs are absurd. 

Within the many different world cul- 
tures, there are plenty of different beliefs 
and variations of God. Right away there’s 
the question of, “Who is right?” In my view, 
no one is. 

God did not create us, and a man named 
Jesus did not walk on water or heal sick 
people with the wave of his hand. 

Immaculate conception? The last time I 
checked, a man’s semen was needed to 
impregnate a woman. Those are just some 
of the examples of the foolishness involved 
in some religions. 

A television program showed a woman 
who believed her son was the reincarnation 
of some famous Buddha. 

She seemed like a completely sane hu- 
man being, yet some people with other 
beliefs might look at her and think, “What 
a kook!” 

That’s part of the entire hypocrisy that 
exists within religions. People believe what 
they want and disregard the validity of 
other religions. 

The Earth was‘here before religious be- 
liefs and will continue to exist after the 
beliefs are gone. 

Religion is a human creation and was 
invented as a way to try and answer the 
many questions people had about their 
existence, and more importantly, as a way 
to control their lives and have them act in 


Selfish Thoughts 


“People believe what 
they want and 
disregard the validity 
of other religions.” 


Jasely Diaz, liberal arts 

“Yes. I am part of the Catholic 
Church. It does affect me. I come 
from a family where we all believe 
in God and try our best to follow 
the Ten Command: ‘s.” 


A Difference Of Opinion 


a certain way. 

People live and die every day, and that is 
the main reason the questions exist. Why 
am I here? How did I get here? Who created 
all this? What happens when I die? No one 
can answer these questions. 

Yes, there are theories. Science tells us a 
‘big bang’ started life, and that evolution 
continued it into our present human form. 

The Roman Catholic religion, among 
others, says God created the world in seven 
days, and he put Adam & Eve here and then 
something or other about a snake and an 
apple and somehow sin was created. _ 

lll willingly admit to not being a scholar 
when it comes to religion, but I do know 
there are a lot of contradictions within the 
Bible and what the Pope tells us. 

The Bible is made up of a lot of mytho- 
logical stories, much like the fables of Greek 
Gods and other literature. 

The Bible is an intriguing book, but 
there’s no need to live your life according to 
a series of fairy tales. 

Churches are making money from their 
believers who congregate each Sunday, and 
for what? To support the daily needs of the 
church? 

Realistically, churches take in much more 
money than they expend, so where exactly 
is the cash going? It sounds kind of fishy. 

I know the Ten Commandments can’t 
cover every sin that’s committed in this 
world, but will someone please make an 
amendment to this sacred list which states, 
“Thou Shall Not Molest Little Boys?” 

Religion can have a positive impact on 
people’s lives, andI’m sympathetic to people 
who use religion as a way to make their 
lives better, but for the most part, orga- 
nized religion is a farce and shouldn’t be 
used as a way to either control people or 
suck money from their bank accounts. 


George 


Scione 


@ Religion isn’t just 
prayer, but a true way 
of soul searching 


ear God, I am sorry for everything I 
D have done wrong. Please guide me 

to do the right thing. If you let my 
friend live, I promise to go to church every- 
day and work my hardest to do what you say 
is right. Please help me God. Amen. 

Is this true religion? Well, for an eight- 
year-old maybe, but for adults? 

Yes, everyone has experienced such a 
situation when something is wanted or 
needed in times of a serious dilemma. 

Everyone looks skyward to depend on 
Allah - God - Yaweh or just what many 
consider the greatest being to solve the 
most trivial matters. 

This, a letter written as an eight-year- 
old, was a tear gushing, head to the pillow, 
heart stopping, quality moment. 

Quality moment? As an eight-year-old, it 
is the first time I can remember confront- 
ing true feelings ofa relationship with God. 
And over what? 

It was a simple matter of childish behav- 
ior, which landed a friend in trouble with 
his dad, leading to a belief that his father 
would kill him. 

So a couple of children tried painting a 
tool shed the color of Smurfs and were 
punished. Is that something to bother God 
with? Certainly not! 


NMED capri 


You had to 
e 
that 


Paul Brooks, bookstore employee 

“Sure it affects me. I have a 
personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ as my savior.” 


morals.” 


Elizabeth Arsenault, liberal arts 
il. ’m not a virgin. I look at 
religion as something that’s just 
morally right for yourself. I think 
little kids need it more, just for the 


CJ. LeBlanc, psychology 


sometimes it’s not.” 


S. Merrill photos 


n your life? 


“Yes, it does. I believe in God. 
Sometimes it helps you make de- 
cisions every once and awhile. 
Sometimes it’s a big influence, 


It seems even the most diehard atheist 
kneels and prays in times of trouble no 
matter how large or small. 

Even more, however, these same athe- 
ists are always the first group of people in 
line to bash the meaning of God’s word. 

Sure it’s debatable whether or not Adam 
and Eve existed, but what isn’t debatable in 
my mind is the fact that something obvi- 
ously put us on the Earth. 

In creating all wildlife, we owe that 
supernatural being something more than a 
plea for help or a special favor. 

Whether or not one belives in any orga- 
nized religion doesn’t mean they don’t be- 
lieve in a God. 

Although Iam Roman Catholic, and it is 
considered wrong to skip church, I don’t 
attend every week. 

I am under the impression that what- 
ever you consider yourself — Protestant, 
Jewish, Catholic, Muslim or even a born 
again Christian, we all share one thing in 
common: God. We owe God our lives, just as 
his life was given for us. Yes, his life. 

Jesus, God’s holy son, is considered ei- 
ther the Messiah talked about in the world’s 
highest selling book, the Bible; or even a 
great prophet as believed in both the Jewish 
and Muslim faiths, thus showing that no 
matter what religious beliefs one has, all 
teachings are to love one another as we 
want to be loved ourselves. 

About 99.9 percent of all religions teach 
such a message of caring for one another 
and aside from devil worshiping, all reli- 
gions try to make us the most responsible 
citizens for a life in society. 

Many of these atheists harp on the dona- 
tions given by congregations of people and 
consider those people to be stupid for wast- 
ing money on something not seen after it 
hits the collection plate. 

But if those same people who drop to 
their knees in prayer during desperate times 
would follow what happens to the money 
instead of making false assumptions, they 
would see every aspect of how these so- 
called con-artists help people less fortu- 
nate. 

It is simple to see the help given to 
vagrants and poor families who desperately 
need assistance. 

Money given to churches from religious 
communities is transferred to most of the 
local soup kitchens as well as helping the 
American Red Cross and Salvation Army. 

Whoever said the Lord works in mysteri- 
ous ways sure was right, although most 
cynical people want the mysterious to be 
the worst thing possible. 

The one problem with this train of 
thought is that in searching for all the 
wrong, they fight one thing that is constant 
in everyday life: God loves us all, even them. 

Weall must search our souls at one time 
or another and realize that living in har- 
mony as brothers and sisters is all that 
matters. 


Tiffany Skogstrom, liberal arts 

“None whatsoever. I’m a recov- 
ering Catholic. Basically I was 
raised in a God-fearing atmo-, 
sphere, and I don’t feel I should 
fear something that you don’t be- 
lieve exists.” 
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News 


Recycling program 
set to begin soon 


@ MassPIRG, student 
senate set to help local 
workers, environment 


By TARA CARBONE 
Features Editor 


ECC will now do something about 
all ofits unwanted recyclable paper. 
The chance to recycle unwanted 
paper products has been reintroduced 
through the efforts of the student senate 
and MassPIRG. 
Recycling will take place at both the 
Haverhill and Lawrence campuses. 

Three years ago, the college tried a recy- 
cling program, but it failed due to the weak 
recycling market, according to Joseph 
Brown, dean of administrative services. 

Recycling tasks were done by Class Inc., 
a Lawrence group of disabled people, trying 
to get involved in the work force. The lack 
of profit made it impossible for Class Inc. to 
continue. 

Student senate member Daniel Chapman 
has been collecting paper waste and extra 
flyers and dropping them off to help recycle 
and contribute to the environment. 

“Ican’t wait until it starts sol don’t have 
to drop the paper off myself,” Chapman 
said. 

Chapman feels the program will be a 
success and has put a lot of work into 
getting this program started. 

The recycling is locally taking place at 


the Haverhill Paperboard Corporation. 

“We are helping out local workers,” 
Chapman said. 

The program’s delay was due to the 
difficulty in getting a representative from 
North Shore Recycling Fibers (NSRF) along 
with the bad weather, said Carmen Russell, 
student senate president. 

Blue bins will be strategically placed 
throughout buildings and by photo copy 
machines for the unwanted paper. 

NSRF will provide barrels anda dumpster 
for the schools to use and also pick up 
recyclable products and will take them to 
the Haverhill Paperboard Corporation. 

The janitorial staff will be responsible 
for putting the paper waste into the 
dumpster provided by NSRF. 

According to The Newark Group, an 
environmental activist organization, recy- 
cling saves 32-74 percent of energy costs 
and produces up to 74 percent less air 
pollution. 

NSRF said the average employee pro- 
duces 1.61 lbs. of waste each day. 

The conservation committee is a group 
made up of volunteers interested in helping 
recycle. The committee’s main goal is to 
organize and run a good paper recycling 
program, Russell said. The committee in- 
cludes Russell, Chapman and Brown, among 
others who will attend a training course 
directed by NSRF. The course will explain 
the recycling procedures. 

“I think the program is going to work 
out very, very well,” Brown said. 

Brown thanked student senate and 
MassPIRG for getting this program started. 


Scholarship applications 
will be ready by March 1 


® Options are available 
for students finding it 
hard to pay for college 


By DANIELLE PAPLASKAS 
Managing Editor 


Ithough the semester has just be 

gun, many students planning to 

graduate this spring are already send- 
ing out applications to the colleges of their 
choice. Some might be concerned about 
how they will pay their tuition. 

Students transferring to four-year col- 
leges may find that the money received 
from state and federal grants is just not 
enough to cover the costs, but other options 
exist. 

Many scholarships are available just for 
the asking. This is money awarded to stu- 
dents without expectation of repayment. 

NECC offers 27 scholarships. One can 
apply for all but five of these with one 
application. The others require separate 
applications. Each has its own eligibility 
requirements. Some scholarships require 


Haverhill 
508-374-1456 
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"Dedicated te. the Art of Permanent Hair Removal" 
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FREE 15 Minute Treatment 


students to have completed a certain num- 
ber of credits while maintaining academic 
excellence and a commitment to succeed. 

Others are awarded for pursuing spe- 
cific majors such as dentistry, law enforce- 
ment, public service and others. 

NECC offers two scholarships to stu- 
dents planning to study abroad. Acomplete 
list of the scholarships is available in the 
financial aid office. 

Deborah Leduke, assistant dean of fi- 
nancial aid, said the applications will be 
available on or about March 1. 

The application, along with a letter of 
recommendation from a professor or an 
adviser, should be returned to the financial 
aid office no later than April 30. 

Leduke said the scholarships will be 
awarded at a ceremony in August. 

Mo ‘colleges offer scholarships. It’s best 
to co! each school to fin out what they 
have « aiiable and when applications need 
to be submitted. 

If you still have financial struggles pay- 
ing for school, check local private organiza- 
tions like your church or employer. Some 
employers pay for their employees to fur- 
ther their education so long as it is in the 
field in which they work. 


Newburyport 
508-465-1898 


at one of our private locations — new clients only — 
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Heavy hauling ; 


D. Miller photo 
A SNOWY winter forces the college to repeatedly dig itself out-to the tune 
of $55,000 so far. 


Snowplowing account 
still running in black 


© Excessive storms 
haven’t put the budget 
in the red yet 


By JASON B. GROSKY 
Editor 


he 95-96 winter session has pounded 
| the Merrimack Valley with snow 
storms and icy roadways. Despite the 
higher-than-normal snowfall, the college’s 
snow removal budget remains in the black. 
NECC established a $70,000 budget to 
deal with Mother Nature’s wintry hazards, 
and according to Joseph Brown, dean of 
administrative services, the college still has 
money in its wallet. 

“With the combination of our two cam- 
puses, we’re very happy to be within the 
budget,” he said, “But any more snow and 
we'll have to break it.” 

As of Jan. 13, the college had spent 
$55,000; however, that excludes a recent 
small storm. There remains slightly under 
$15,000 in the plowing budget for future 
storms or ice-slicked roads. 

NECC is responsible for the plowing of 
roads and parking lots at both its Haverhill 
and Lawrence campuses. Neither city pro- 
vides their respective campus with any 
snow Clearing assistance. 

“The city of Haverhill has all it can do 
during a snow storm to handle its own 
responsibilities,” Brown said. “As a state 
agency, we are responsible to maintain our 
own property. I don’t think it can be con- 
strued under the city of Haverhill’s respon- 
sibilities to plow us out.” 

The college handles shoveling tasks while 
the heavy snow work is contracted out to 
two private businesses. 

The Hoyt Construction Company handles 
the snow removal at the Haverhill Campus, 
while the Eastside Construction Company 
works in Lawrence. The college pays the 
companies by the hour for both the use of 
workers and the equipment used in ridding 
the roadways and parking lots of snow. 

Unlike the Haverhill campus, Lawrence 
has a single parking lot with no room to put 
the plowed snow. 

“With only 140 parking spaces, we don’t 
have that much land,” he said. 

In addition to the plows, clearing snow 
in Lawrence requires both a front-end loader 
and a dump truck. The loader picks up the 
snow, puts it in the dump truck — which 
hauls it away. This is a cost that does not 
apply in plowing at Haverhill. 

The college pays Hoyt to clear the snow 
from the eight parking lots and the road- 
ways, including the campus’ three entrances 
and four exits. The snow is piled up in 
various areas around campus. 

Fortunately, recent thawing tempera- 


around the college, according to Brown. 


ee 


Another large storm would have pushed 
the college to consider to reduce the size of 
large snow banks throughout the numer- 
ous parking lot intersections. 

“The only time we remove snow on this 
[Haverhill] campus is when the bankings on 
the intersections get too high as to cause a 
danger,” he said. “I checked bills from three 
years ago and the cost was roughly $15,000.” 

While contractors handle the heavy work, 
they do not shovel the sidewalks or handi- 
capped ramps. Maintenance workers at both 
campuses handle these tasks. While 
Lawrence has a snowblower, Haverhill has 
a few more snow removing toys. 

A 3/4 ton pickup truck with an attach- 
able plow and sander accompanies two 
combination grass clippers/snow blowers 
and a number of small power shovels. 

“The maintenance workers have been 
extremely good doing this heavy work,” 
Brown said. “On the light to moderate 
snowfall days, they come in at 5 a.m. so we 
can have school. 

The parking lots and most walkways are 
covered with sand, only because the college 
cannot use salt. 

“We are located within the drainage 
system for Kenoza Lake, which is the pri- 
mary drinking water supply for the city of 
Haverhill,” he said. “The agreement we 
have with the water department and the 
Haverhill department of public health is 
that we do not use salt.” 

This explains the slush and ice still ona 
few of the campus’ roads and many of the 
streets within neighborhoods adjacent to 
NECC. 

The maintenance workers do use a like- 
salt alternate (not harmful to the lake) on 
the walkways, steps and ramps. 


What a winter 
J. Grosky photo 


JOSEPH BROWN, dean of adminis- 
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Ratification vote set for Feb. 6, 7 


® continued from page 1 


those two days. The day contract is being 
mulled over in the office of Joseph Trainor, 
director of labor relations for the Common- 
wealth. Trainor works under the direction 
of Charles Baker, state director of adminis- 
tration and finance. 

NECC’s union head, Peter Flynn, is con- 
cerned. He said that even if the day contract 
makes it through Trainor’s office, Weld will 
stall or even refuse to sign. 

“People should never be led to believe 
that the contract is on the verge of being 
signed, and then have it pulled out from 
under them,” Flynn said. “This is what 
(Weld) has done repeatedly.” 

Flynn offered some examples of Weld’s 
wavering. In 1990, Weld refused to sign a 
contract that, according to Flynn, was com- 
plete. This caused a legislative override due 
to his decision not to sign. 

Then in spring 1995, the state’s colleges 
ratified a contract which was negotiated by 
the Higher Education Coordinating Coun- 
cil, (HECC). 

HECC was designated by statute to handle 
the contract negotiations, but after the 
committee and colleges ratified the con- 
tract, Weld ruled it invalid. He shifted the 
contract negotiations to Finance Secretary 
Charles Baker. 

Another example given by Flynn in- 
volved the fate of the American Federation 
of State, County and Municipal Employees, 
(AFSCME) contract. AFSCME represents sec- 
retarial, maintenance and office workers at 
the state’s colleges. The contract was ap- 
proved by both sides and waiting the 
governor’s signature. At the last minute, 
Weld’s newly-appointed HECC chairman, 
James Carlin, overturned it. 

This also tells Flynn and his fellow fac- 
ulty members that nothing is certain when 
Gov. Weld’s office works toward collective 
bargaining agreements. 

“The Weld administration has had diffi- 
culty doing the collective bargaining essen- 
tial to state governance,” Flynn said. 

According to Flynn, the Mass. Commu- 
nity College Council contract is the last in 
the state settled. To Flynn, it seems little 
energy or interest is ever left to redress the 
problems of inequity in individual’s sala- 
Ties. 

The contract is now almost three years 
overdue. It will not award retroactive cost 
of living adjustments for those three years. 
Flynn said that the money saved by the state 


Who done it? 


- THIS 


D. Miller photo 
IS how student, Jeff Jolin, 
found his 1989 Nissan Sentra. The 
window was smashed, and the radio 
was taken Jan. 23. 


Items missing: Pat Kepschull, R.N., reported 
to security on 1/18/96, that several items 
have been taken on a regular basis from the 
nurse’s office. These include apples, 
condoms, salt and pepper sets, drugs, 
(Tylenol, aspirin), a staple puller, extension 
cord, set of Halloween “Boo” lights and first 
aid supplies. 

Car theft: Student Roberta Paone re- 
ported that her 1991 Honda CRX was stolen 


from Lot #3 between 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. on- 


Jan. 18. She told security the car was taken 
while she was shopping in the bookstore. 
Stereo stolen: Student JeffJolin reported 
a window of his 1989 Nissan Sentra was 
smashed, and a tape deck missing Jan. 23. 
He parked in Lot #2 at 9 a.m., and noticed 
the break at approximately 2 p.m. Jolin said 
he called security immediately. Security 
reported they were informed at 2:30 p.m. 
Haverhill Police are investigating. 


in delaying contracts is a disincentive to 
resolution. 

Not only will these contracts affect the 
current state of living for community col- 
lege faculty, but also their future upon 
retirement 

At the current rate, faculty members 
retiring early at 55 only receive 40 percent 
of their pay a year. If that same employee 
waits ten years, they would receive no more 
than 80 percent of their pay a year as a 
retirement benefit. 

It sounds like a lot of money,-but faculty 
members feel differently. Flynn described 
his situation. If he retires at age 55, he 
would earn only $17,000 to $18,000 a year. 
Ifhe retired at 65, he’d receive nearly $25,000 
a year. 

“I don’t picture myself being able to do 
that,” he said. “Don’t get me wrong, I love 
my job,” he said. 

He said he’s in a situation with no ad- 
vancement. 

“It doesn’t matter how good you are or 
how long you're here, your real wages are 
decreasing all the time,” he said. 

“The state feels we only teach 12 credit 
hours and that there are other places in the 
country where they teach 15,” Flynn said. 

“There are people who say, ‘yeah I'd 
work 15 hours if I could have a comparable 
increase in wages.’ But the government 
doesn’t want to give us a comparable in- 
crease in wages.” 

Many union members also feel the state 
would rather pay individuals $2,000 a course 
than $10,000 a year to each full-time faculty 
member. 

Flynn said both sides will lose. 

“The full-timers lose money,” Flynn said. 
“And those hired part-time will not receive 
any benefits.” 

Unlike the daytime faculty, pay raises 
for the DCE faculty have already begun. 

“DCE members now have a 2.5 percent 
increase in their salary,” Jim Bradley, DCE 
bargaining chairperson, said. “Those teach- 
ing this semester should realize the raise.” 
_ The raises will not end there. Increases 
for the DCE contract will run until the fall 
of ’98. 

Next year it will jump 4.75 percent, 4.25 
percent in Jan. 98 and an additional 3.5 
percent eight months later. 

Another increase of three percent is set 
for Sept. 99 when the first-year of new 
negotiations begins. 

The day contract is another story. Memo’s 


of understanding are signed between the 
state and union negotiating team. In fact, 
there now exists a tentative agreement 
between both parties for salary increases. 

The tentative agreement calls for salary 
increases starting in FY 96. There will be a 
2.5 percent base increase, and an additional 
2.5 percent increase towards educational 


Unsettled business 

D. Miller photo 
FACULTY UNION head, Peter Flynn, 
brings members up to date on con- 
tract status, above. Meanwhile, James 
Bradley, DCE bargaining chairper- 
son, discussed the new salary in- 
crease coming soon for part-timers 
in a recent meeting. A vote to ratify 
the contract is scheduled for next 
week, though questions remain 
about whether or not the full-timer’s 
contract.will be ready for a vote. 


needs. 

FY ’97 and ’98 will follow with base 
increases of 3.0 and 2.5 percent respect- 
fully. FY ’97 will also include the adjusting 
of salaries for reclassified unit members. 

“Based on the track record of the Weld 
bureaucracy,” Flynn said. “There is no cer- 
tainty it will be signed by the governor.” 
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Dental lab 


upgrade 


means better service 


@ Renovations give 
students a taste of the 
real world of novocaine 


By ROBIN ST. BAZILE 
Guest Contributor 


[Te new dental lab located at the 
Lawrence campus opened its doors to 
students in the college’s nine-month 
dental assisting program. 

“The dental assisting program originally 
began as part of Greater Lawrence Techni- 
cal School. The labs and facilities were all 
located there,” said Kerin Hamidiani, pro- 
gram coordinator. “In 1984, the high school 
no longer wanted the program so Northern 
Essex took it over. The school allowed the 
program to stay for several years, but even- 
tually the school needed its space back.” 

While the new labs were being built, 
students worked off campus and dentists 
were kind enough to lend their offices. The 
labs were built in January ’95 and were 
finished by the summer. 


“It’s like night and day; everything 
works,” Hamidiani said. “It used to be that 
students couldn’t wait to go to the dentist 
office to do their internship because the 
equipment was so bad, now they would 
rather stay here.” 

The new labs consists oftwo x-ray rooms, 
a darkroom, four dental treatment rooms, 
a sterilization facility and a lab for making 
plaster models of teeth. 

“The project, including equipment and 
renovation, costs $180,000,” said Ernie 
Greenslade, director public information. 
“The equipment is so state-of-the-art and 
the space is so attractive now. The labs they 
have now are beautiful. Most of it is new 
equipment, and it’s so bright.” 

Students get to experience hands-on 
training at these new dental labs. 

The labs aren’t open to the public, but 
the students are allowed to bring in pa- 
tients of their choice to experiment with 
dental techniques. 

“There were times students had to doa 
lot of pretending because the old equip- 
ment didn’t work, and when they got out 
there, they had to do a lot of their practice 
with the dentist,” Hamidiani said. “No one 


Just say aaah! 


knew where or who we were. Now at least 
we're on campus with the college and more 
visible.” 

Sheryll Atkins, dental assisting student, 
spoke about these labs. 

“They have all the equipment that a real 
dentist office has, and it’s all brand new. It’s 
set up just like a dentist’s office,” she said. 


File photo 
DISCUSSING THE improvements in the dental labs are former President 
John R. Dimitry, center, and other college and local officials and doctors. 


There is a great need for well-trained 
dental assistants in the Merrimack Valley. 

“Dental assisting is a wide open field and 
there is a 100 percent placement rate,” 
Greenslade said. 

These labs give the students hands-on 
experience and proper environment set- 
ting to reach their future career objectives. 


$200,000 capital outlay boosts high tech programs 


@ Money spent helps 
increase enrollment in 
computer classes 


By JEFFREY JOLIN 
Features Editor 


he past two years has seen a rebuild 
ing period for NECC’s computer pro- 
grams at both campuses. 

Donations from private companies and 
$200,000 in capital outlay funding from the 
state has helped NECC move to the cutting 
edge in the world of technology and be- 
come competitive in the field. 

Thomas Fallon, director of information 
services, has played a key role in improving 
the college’s capabilities. 

In the past two years, NECC has imple- 
mented improvements such as standardiz- 
ing the Microsoft Office, which is the most 
used program on the market place for 
students to learn on, according to Fallon. 

“Students will have access to what they 
will use in the business world,” he said. 

Students have also been able to experi- 
ence the latest in computer technology in 
the Computer Aided Drafting program de- 
signed for individuals majoring in engi- 
neering and other computer elements, said 
Priscilla Caira, chairperson of the college’s 
department of computer information sci- 
ences. 

According to Caira, CAD is a design tool 
used by architects, engineers and electronic 
technicians. 
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On the cutting edge 
J. Grosky photo 
TOM FALLON hopes to network the 
college and provide Web access. 

The expansions for this tool includes 
programs like AutoCAD and CADKEY. 

NECC has opened up 200 individual ac- 
counts on the Internet system, which al- 
lows individuals to communicate with oth- 
ers through the computer. 

Fallon hopes NECC will be able to pro- 
vide two labs in B-building with World 
Wide Web access soon. 

“I know that we’re already above aver- 
age in the community college system as far 
as access to the internet to students,” he 
said. “The World Wide Web will be more 
than what most colleges will have.” 

When NECC does get the Web access, the 


users will have to authenticate themselves 
by name and password because if trouble 
occurred, then NECC could track the indi- 
vidual down. 

If that was not possible, NECC could lose 
all internet privileges which would be dev- 
astating to the college, Fallon said. 

“Nowwe have the ability to authenticate 
to a different process, and we are very 
happy to be able to open it up,” he said. 

Other state of the art programs NECC 
has been improving include Unix C++ and 
Novel. It has also added.a second Macintosh 
lab. Now the college has up to date labs 
with IBM and Macintosh computers. 

Because of these additions, one-third 
more computers are available to students 
than a year ago. 

Other developments have benefited dif- 
ferent subjects as well with the latest in 
computer technology. 

NECC offers CD-ROM multimedia setups 
on wheels to go into any classroom on 
campus. The anatomy and physiology classes 
will now have a multimedia based program 
called ATOM. 

Purchased by Ed DeSchuytner, assistant 
dean to math, science and technology, one 
program displays the working parts of the 
human body and tells what is going on. 

Six of those programs will be available to 
the college and should be located in the E- 
building in the near future, Fallon said. 

NECC is the only college in Massachu- 
setts to offer training in visual basic, a 
Windows-based program. This training is 
where a lot of the new programming is used 
for new software development. 

“Ifa student takes those courses, they’re 


much more apt to be more employable 
when they get out,” Fallon said. 

According to Caira, Visual Basic is used 
to customize Microsoft Office as one of its 
applications. 

In the spring, Fallon said NECC will have 
a Pentium Lab containing Pentium-100 com- 
puters with one gigabyte drives. 

Fallon also hopes to have a networking 
lab where students will be able to learn 
networking technologies. 

“Students will learn to create networks, 


-dismantle networks, and have fun with 


networks,” Caira said. 

Before these improvements were made 
at NECC, computer capabilities were quite 
poor, she said. 

“Students had better systems in their 
homes than the ones they were using at 
school,” she said. 

Fallon said before these improvements 
were made, students were learning to type 
on typewriters instead of computers. He 
feels the program has come a long way. 

“It was very poor,” he said. “Now we get 
the best product for the best price and 
because of that, we‘ve been able to get our 
labs upgraded more quickly.” 

“It is not easy to stay ahead of computer 
technology,” John Dimitry, former presi- 
dent said. “I am happy to say that Northern 
Essex is there and plans to stay there.” 

Through these improvements the col- 
lege has reported growth in the computer 
programs being offered. 

Course sections offered have reflected a 
33 percent growth since 1992 with a re- 
ported 43 percent more students enrolled 
in these courses. 


Wanted: students for painting, drawing class in Rome 


® $1,300 buys a lifetime 
opportunity to see and 
feel Italian culture 


By SAMANTHA OATES 
Guest Contributor 


aytona, Cancun and Panama beach 
D are typical destinations for college 
students on spring break. 

But one group of NECC students will not 
head to the sun and sand of Florida or 
Mexico. They will spend their week-long 
March vacation in Rome. 

A special-topics class is being offered 
this semester called Advanced Painting and 
Drawing in Rome. The class will give 10 
students the hands-on opportunity to paint, 
draw and learn the Italian culture. Students 
will receive three college credits and Diane 
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Edstrom, art instructor, will teach the class. 

“I want the trip to be an experience of a 
lifetime,” she said. “I hope the students 
experience the culture and what life would 
be like to live in Rome and be an artist 
there.” 

According to Edstrom, a student sug- 
gested taking a trip to Rome during a class 
this past summer. Since Edstrom is so fa- 
miliar with Rome, she believed it was a 
good idea and a great teaching tool. 

“I’ve made many trips to Italy,” Edstrom 
said. “I recently spent three months there 
painting, so I’ve become very comfortable 
with the area.” 

Edstrom points out that this will be a 
rigorous course and not for someone with- 
out drawing experience. A prerequisite is 
Drawing 1, and permission from the in- 
structor is needed. 

The trip costs $1,300, which includes the 
price of the class, airfare, hotel and other 
accommodations. 


“It is a very affordable trip, which is what 


I wanted so my students could go,” Edstrom 
said. “I didn’t want someone not to be able 
to go because of the cost of it all.” 

Before leaving for Rome, students will 
spend time studying a particular Italian 
artist or sculptor. These topics range from 
Michelangelo to Berninito the Roman Baths. 

“As we go around Rome, students will 
stop the group when they see the artist 
they've researched and will lecture on all 
they have studied,” Edstrom said. “The stu- 
dents will be able to relate the works be- 
tween other sculptors and painters.” 

While in Rome, students will paint and 
draw six out of 10 days on the trip. 

Merry Beninato, a second-year student 
from North Andover, is thrilled about her 
upcoming visit to Europe. She is most ex- 
cited to learn about Italian culture and art 
world. 

“This trip is a lot of work, but it has 
opened a whole new area ofinterest to me,” 
Beninato said. “When I get there, I’ll get so 
much more out of it because I studied it 


Venice. 


before going over. It will make the trip a lot 
more meaningful.” 

Beninato, mother of two, said she never 
would have been able to go away for a 
semester because of her family. Ten days 
and an affordable price have given her a 
chance she couldn’t pass up. 

Beninato is excited to do her own paint- 
ing in Rome. She is also studying Italian so 
she can communicate with people in their 
native language. 

The group will not stay in a hotel, but in 
a family-run boarding house, called a 
Pensione, Edstrom said. 

“I want the trip to be an experience for 
the students,” she said. “I don’t want them 
to be tourists, and I will try to replicate 
what being an artist would be like if they 
lived in Rome.” 

Edstrom hopes to display the work stu- 
dents do in Rome through an exhibit in 
April. If the trip is a success, she will plan 
another one next semester, possibly to 
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Trusi 2€s to study impact of fee reduction 


@ continued fro »2age | 


enrollment, any lo: of income troubles 
administrators. 

Joseph Brown, dean of administrative 
services, is concerned about the inequity of 
per credit costs between the 15 community 
colleges. He said the 10 percent across the 
board cuts won’t address the less costly 
schools. For example, Brown compared the 
$82 per credit hour cost at NECC to the $105 
cost at Mt. Wachusett. 

“Mt.Wachusett would reduce their costs 
to $90, and we would reduce down to $76 
per credit hour,” Brown said. “It doesn’t 
make any sense.” 

He said cuts to student services would be 
necessary to make up for lost revenue. 
When asked for specifics, however, Brown 
offered none. 

“We have a brand new president, and I 
don’t know what his priorities are,” he said. 
“But there will definitely have to be cuts.” 

President David Hartleb said he would 
lay off full-time staff or faculty if necessary. 

“I can’t tell right now,” Hartleb said. 
“But I thinkit’s certainly going to have to be 
considered.” 

Hartleb said if there was a choice be- 
tween laying off faculty and academic ser- 
vices or maintenance staff, he said academ- 
ics would have the priority up to a point. 

“We can’t let these buildings and grounds 
just go to pot,” Hartleb said. “But that’s 
really what I have no sense of yet.” 

Hartleb said he was unsure if the board 
of trustees will reduce or increase fees to 
make up for the loss. 

“The state has recommended to the trust- 
ees to cut,” Hartleb said. “But the trustees 
can do what they want.” : 

Norman J. Landry, dean of student ser- 
vices, said a fee cut will present difficulties. 

“I think they are likely to comply with 
the request,” Landry said. “Although we 
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Mt. Wachusett 


already have the lowest fees of any commu- 
nity college.” 

Landry said fees are usually charged on 
a per credit basis. He said unlike other 
schools, NECC doesn’t charge multiple fees. 

“We've tried to keep it simple with a 
single fee,” Landry said. “We take that in- 
come and allocate it to the expenses we 
want to support.” 

Landry pointed out that most of the fee 


Retired 20-year staffer dies 


By JASON B. GROSKY 
Editor 


Longtime faculty member Ed Higgins 
died Dec. 13, a year and a half after 
retiring from NECC. 

He began working at the college in 
1975 and was a retired member of the 
Massachusetts State Police. 

Ina memo sent by Robert McDonald, 
dean of academic services, he recalled 


what he felt were some of Higgins’ strong 
qualities and services. 

“Ed’s years at Northern Essex were 
marked by an extraordinary contribu- 
tion to the life of the college. He fully 
participated in many activities, and 
worked continuously to make opportu- 
nities available for the students of the 
criminal justice program.” 

Higgins was buried at Lawrence’s Im- 
maculate Conception Cemetery. 


Teresa Curtis 
Licensed & Certified 
Electrologist 


1st visit free with consultation 


Safe & Sterile Treatment 
State of the Art Equipment 
Private & Confidential 


521-2777 


379 Main St., (Rte. 125) Haverhill, MA 


Statewide Cost Per Credit 


Average cost per credit = $87.78 


income goes to support part-time employ- 
ees who work throughout the college. 

“A substantial fee cut would definitely 
affect our services,” Landry said. “No ques- 
tion about it.” 

It’s still too early to speculate on how the 
board will respond to the HECC request, but 
board chairwoman, Marjorie Goudreault, 
applauded the cuts in tuition. 

“J think that a lot of students are strug- 


$105.00 


gling,” Goudreault said. “And anytime you 
can give a tuition cut, it’s terrific.” 

Besides the tuition cuts mandated by 
last month’s HECC decision, Gov. William 
Weld has proposed a $30 million cut from 
the higher education budget. Also proposed 
is a complete overhaul of the state’s educa- 
tion system. Plans for the elimination of 
several education agencies including HECC 
are also under consideration. 


Many stay home in spring 


continued from page 1 
students who have missed two classes and 
see why they aren’t attending class. 

“We're not trying to harass anybody,” 
Hartleb said. “We just want to know why.” 

They hope to stop problems before a 
student drops out. 

Joseph Brown, dean of administrative 
services, said from an economic standpoint, 
a substantial decrease in enrollment will 
reduce the current spending plan. 

“We cannot agree upon what those cuts 
are,” Brown said. “Until we know what our 
budget is.” 

Arthur Signorelli, director of student 
activities, said he had expected a decrease 
in enrollment for the spring semester, and 
kept that in mind while creating this year’s 
budget. 

He said a drop in day division enroll- 
ment affects the amount of money received 
from student activity fees. 

“We have cut every where possible while 
maintaining the quality of services. Unless 
enrollment or student fees increase, we'll 
all be facing some kind of cuts,” he said. 

Active recruitment is going on to im- 
prove the number of students enrolling. 
Last week Landry and John Peroni, dean of 
Division of Continuing Education and Com- 
munity Services met with AT&T workers 


Did You Pay 


Tuition 


This Semester? 


Twenty of your classmates didn’t have to! 
Because they’re members of the Massachusetts Army National Guard 


Working on it 


File photo 
NEW COLLEGE president would like 
to see an increase in enrollment. 


about starting upgrade training programs 
for the employees. He said these classes 
should begin about Feb. 20, and he expects 
close to 100 students to enroll. 

“This drop in enrollment has been going 
on for three years now,” Landry said. “It’s 
not just limited to our school. The problem 
is nationwide.” 


Americans At Their Best. 


Call Today for more information 
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News 


Dean’s List announced for fall ’95 


List for academic honors for the Fall 
1995 semester. 

Each semester students enrolled in the 
day division and in the division of continu- 
ing education and community Services are 
placed on the Dean’s List for academic 
honors if they meet the following require- 
ments: carried at least 12 credit hours for 
the semester; attained a quality point aver- 
age of 3.00 or better. 


JE is my pleasure to provide this Dean’s 


Norman Landry, 
Dean of Student Services 
A 
Bella Aberman, Paul Ackerman, Fran- 
cisco Acosta, Antoinette Agruso, Yesenia 
Alcantara, Stephen Aldonis, Eric Alliette, 
Sven Amirian, Lee-Ann Martelle, Ruth Ann 
Goad, Dina Antonelli, Beatriz Arenas, 
Teodora Arias, Kristin Arivella, Paula Arruda, 
Elham Azzi 
B 
Carolann Baglieri, Westley Bailey Jr, 
Cathy Baker, Daniel Baker, Suzanne Bald, 
Elaine Barclay, Diane Barcomb, Shawn 
Barney, Deborah Barrett, Rhonda Bass, 
Yaritza Batista, Yvonne Baumann, Faith 
Baxley, Peter Bedford, Kim Begin, Claire 
Belanger, Kimberly Bell, Tracy Bellavance, 
Patricia Bergeron, Jeanine Bergeron, Michael 
Bernhard, Robin Berry, Benjamin 
Berthiaume, David Bibeau, Karin Bielecki, 
Heidi Blais, Donald Blaney, Christine 
Boardman, Sheryl Boch, Tamara Bogdan, 
Graham Boles, Galina Bomshteyn, Alethea 
Bonin, Mark Botsch, Susan Bouchard, 
Michael Boulay, Warren Boutchia, Kimberly 
Brady, Abdon Bran, Clayton Brannon, Chris- 
tine Braun, Miosotis Brito, Theresa Brunelle, 
Jennifer Budd, Sandra Bunten, Antonia 
Burgos, Steven Burroughs, Andrea Bursaw, 
Anne Butterworth 
G 
Todd Calderwood, Bethania Camilo, 
Heather Campbell, Maria Campusano, 
Juanita Candelario, Carene Capoccia, Rich- 
ard Caponigro, Charles Cardoza, Julie Caron, 
Timothy Carritte, Marsha Carroll, Marcia 
Carter, Maria Castillo, Martha Castro, 
Bronwyn Chace, Craig Charest, Trisha 
Chatterton, Matthew Cheney, Chantal 
Chunilal, Benjamin Ciaramitaro II, Kelly 
Cimino, Cheryl Ciras, Janet Clark, David 
Colburn, Vivian Colon, Ilia Colon, Susanne 
Comeau, Jennifer Connors, Carmen 
Contreras, Brian Cook, Christina Cordon, 
Karen Corrao, Colleen Coty, Joann Couture, 
Donna Couture, Arthur Craffey Jr, Brandie 
Crawford, Roserin Crepeau, Gemma Croft, 
Cynthia Crotty, Stephanie Cruise, Alberto 
Cruz, Maribeth Cruz, Yohanni Cuevas, Su- 
san Curtin, John Czaban 
D 
Christopher D’Urso, Heather D’Urso, 
Elizabeth Daigle, Debra Danahy, Phong 
Dang, Lisa Davinci, Erica Davis, Annette 
Davis, Linda DeAlmeida, Melissa Dearborn, 
Lynda DeLosSantos, Sandra Demand, Elaina 
Denney, Genevieve Dennis, Lisa DePiano, 
William Desmarais, Amy Desroche, Gail 
Detjens, Tammy DeVito, Karen Dewhurst, 
Ana Diaz, Victoria DiGiustino, Patricia 
DiJanni, Kerry Dinnocenzo, Stacie Dion, 


Daniele Dirsa, Timothy Dodge, Rebecca 
Domin, Brandy Donahue, Ryan Donovan, 
Kevin Donovan, Shelley Doughty, Tamora 
Downs, Jonathan Dumond, Monique 
Dumouchel, Carol Dunn, Michael 
Dylingowski 
E 

Rachel Eaton, Donna Eggers, Philip Enos, 

Emilio Espinal, Donna Evers 
F 

Andrea Falcone, Debra Fanaras, Joseph 
Farrell, Alexandra Farrell, Salvatore Fazio, 
Angela Fazzio, Joel Fedenyszen, Gayle Feole, 
Candice Ferrill, Cruz Figuereo, Maria 
Figuereo, Maria Figueroa, Robin Fingerle, 
Timothy Finn, Charles Finochiaro, Cynthia 
Fisette, Robert Fishwick, Amy Fitzgerald, 
Ian Flaherty, Mary Fleming-McClure, Mat- 
thew Fleming, Karen Florentino, Christella 
Fogle, Kevin Foster, Leyt Foster, Heidi 
Fournier, Kristopher Fourtzialas, Sophia 
Francis, Kathleen Frank, Ann Fraser, Jack 
Fredyma, Erin Fritz, Laura Frizelle, Wendy 
Furcal 

G ¥ 

Maria Gabin, Michelle Gaetano, Aimee 
Gagne, Jamie Gallant, Michael Gallant, Scott 
Garand, Maria Garcia, Miriam Garcia, An- 
drea Garrett, Diane Gaskin, Dolores Gelinas, 
Dionisio Genao, Kristine Gerard, Cheri Gib- 
bons, Jolanta Gillis, Keith Gingras, Donna 
Giusti, Zoila Gomez, Victor Gomez, Gladys 
Gomez, Felix Gonzalez, Robin Gosselin, 
Melissa Gouin, Christine Gould, Jennifer 
Goulet, Theresa Grahm, Janice Gray, Stacey 
Greene, Heather Greenwood, Karen Griffin, 
Jason B. Grosky, Yenka Grullon, Deanne 
Guardino, Ayla Gunsever, Joanne Gustafson, 
Cheryl Guy, Yenny Guzman 

H 


Ellis Hall, Kimberly Hamilton, Armand 
Hamman, Rebecca Harding, Todd Harris, 
Joy Harris, Kevin Harrison, William Harvey 
Jr, Donna Harvey, Donna Harwood, Jenni- 
fer Hasbrook, Gail Hatherley, Paul Hefron, 
Annette Hernandez, Greggory 
Higginbotham, Amparo Hilario, Rachel Hill, 
Vi Ho, Kong Ho Chan, Dennis Hogan, Beth 
Holweger, Erik Hood, Linda Hopkins, Jason 
Houle, Scott House, Su Huang, Scott Hubley, 
Jamie Hurley, Herbert Hurley, Martha 
Hurtado, Kahn Huynh, Robert (Bao) Huynh 

LJ 
Juana Infante, Kathy Jackman, Henry 
Jackman III, Jill Jalbert, David Janco, Dou- 
glas Janvrin Jr, Norma-Jean Gonyea, Charles 
Jessico, Denise Jewett, Gladys Jimenez, 
Therese Johnson, Kevin Johnson, Jeffrey 
Jolin, Mary Joyce 


K 
Keith Kady, Georgias Kampourakis, 
Danil Kaper, Sema Kaper, Jennifer 
Karampatsos, Andrew Karlis, Joanne Kaslow, 
Laura Keeler, Edward Keith, Daniel Kelton, 
Esther Kereakoglow,  Phitsamay 
Khamphilavanh, Bac Khong, Herbert King, 
Daniel Kivlehan, Sharon Klufts, Kristine 
Kobrenski, Scott Kody, Maranda Kuse, Joan 
Kwok 
L . 
Stacy LaBarre, Lise Labranche, Kathleen 
Lambert, Torrie Lang, Deborah LaPierre, 
Eric LaPointe, Kim Laquidara, Dana 


VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 


Reception 


Publicity 


Bulletin Boards 
Book Collection 


Group Discussion 
Newsletter 


Can you volunteer one hour a week? 
Stop by the Women's Resource Network 
Bentley Library, A-337 
or call 374-3832 


LaRocque, Frank LaScola, Jana Lattime, Jes- 
sica Lattime, Kellie LaVita, Trang Le, Trang 
Le, Patrick LeClerc, Tara Lee Woodside, 
Rebecca Leighton, Kim Lemp, Lawrence 
Linnell, James Lister, Susan Litchfield, Pedro 
Lopez, Juan Lopez, Shane Luscombe, An- 
gela Lutzenberger, Corey Lynch 
M 


Thanhnga Mac, Sylvia MacAllister, Colin 
MacInnis, Melinda MacLeod, Joy Maidment, 
Devon Manis, Mark Manning, Steven Man- 
ning, Azar Marand, Darlene Marchand, Fran- 
cisco Marmolejos, Diane Marquis, Deyanira 
Marte, Shirley Martin, Maria Martinez, 
Yordana Martinez, Michael Mathieu, Mary 
May, Clifford May, Mary Mazzarella, Mark 
Mazzone, Suzanne McCahill, Lisa 
McClafferty, Marla McConnell, Ian 
McConnell, Amy McGuire, Michael McIntyre, 
Judith McLaughlin, April McLean, Dianne 
McMahon, Carolyn McMahon, Cesar 
Medrano, Elvis Mejia, Kennia Mejia, Edward 
Mendez, Allison Merrill, Scott Merrill, 
Tamora Methot, Justin Metzner, Grace 
Meyer, Norman Michaud, Noah Miklas, 
Darleen Miller, Michelle Minahan, Lambros 
Miras, Robert Montgomery, Aileen Moore, 
Michael Morley, Evsey Moroz, Mary Morris, 
Jason Morse, Fausto Moscat, Airan Moscat, 
Robert Moss, Ann Moss, Danielle Mullen, 
Jan Munier, Brian Murphy, Beth Murphy, 
David Murphy, Michele Muse 

N 


Jill Nadeau, Wisam Nakkoul, Carmen 
Navarro, Laury Nelson, Paul Newell, Phuong 
Nguyen, Quyen Nguyen, Linh Nguyen, Long 
Nguyen, Dena Nocera, W Nolan, Judith 
Nunes 

tv) 

Melissa O’Brien, Christopher O’Dwyer, 
Treasa O’Riordan, Carmen Ortega, Paula 
Ouellet, Susan Overka 

P,Q 

Delia Pacheco, Dionne Pacheco, Steven 
Page, Chad Palermo, Lisa Paley, Jonathan 
Paley, Susan Paolino, Danielle Paplaskas, 
Frances Pappalardo, Lisa Pappas, Karen 
Paquette, Deborah Patierno, Janice Patti, 
Jason Pearl, Dione Pedraza, Amanda Pedrosa, 
Elizabeth Peguero, Florence Pellegrino, Leah 
Pellerin, Nancy Pelletier, Nicole Pelletier, 
Jennifer Pelletier, Rachael Pepe, Alicia 
Peralta, Helyn Perkins, Christopher Perkins, 
Raymond Perron, Wanda Perry, Edward 
Pesiri, Sean Peters, Briana Petrucci, Thu 
Pham, Giao Pham, Michelle Phillips, Kendra 
Pike-Osgood, Rollka Pimentel, Angelique 
Pinet, Nancy Poirier, Tricia Powell, Yvette 
Powers, Victoria Price - Dubus, Stacy Proia, 
Kelly Quinn 

R 
Amanda Raadmae, Carol Rabeau, Mujib 
Rahman, Catherine Rajewski, Natalie 


Ramos, Melissa Rao, Paul Ratcliffe, Cynthia 
Raymond, Jeffrey Reddy, Deborah Regan, 
Lucas Restituyo, Danny Reynolds, Shallan 
Reynolds, Alexandra Reynoso, Heather Rice, 
Mary Richardson, Venus Rivera, Julissa 
Rivera, Jeanette Rivera, Alicia Roberts, Rich- 
ard Roberts, Bonnie Roberts, Elizabeth 
Robinson, Emma Rodriguez, Maria 
Rodriguez, Yokatia Rodriguez, Nancy Rogers, 
Joseph Rogers, Alex Romanauskas, Ida 
Romero, Ada Rosario, Stacy Ross, Brian 
Rousseau, Bryan Roth, Michelle Roy, Junior 
Rozon, Francia Ruiz, Giuseppina Russo, Katie 
Ryan, Mary Ryan 


Linda Saindon, Nancy S'lazar, Michael Salvo, 
Nahir Sanabria, Janet Saulnier, Michael 
Scannell, Jillian Schleicher, Patrick Sciacca, 
Amber Sciuto, Eun Seo, Erin Sheehan, Den- 
nis Sherlock, Jennifer Silva, Erin Simintis, 
Susan Simmons, Lyuba Sinelnikova, Tif- 
fany Skogstrom, Jeffrey Slattery, Laurel 
Slongwhite, Kristine Smith, Michael Smith, 
Nicole Smith, Amy Spence, Edgar St Onge, 
Sonya St Pierre, Natasha Stafford, James 
Staples, Nataliya Stefanova, Patricia Stella, 
Diana Stevens, Eugene Stewart, William 
Storace, Stephanie Strout, R. Stuart Frank, 
Derek Sudbay, Sherri Sullivan, Alexis 
Sullivan, Danielle Suzor, Evon Svenson, 
James Swart, Danielle Sweeney 
T 
Miho Takeuchi, Xiaowei Tang Barry 
Tardugno, Heather Tarzia, Linda Taurasi, 
Eileen Taylor, Cristina Tejada, Ivelisse Tejeda, 
Diana Theberge, Mandy Thomas, Kelley 
Tiani, Aaron Tilton, Genya Tolokunskaya, 
Richard Tomaselli, Chung Tong, Carlene 
Torosian, Marisol Torres, Laura Torrisi, 
Michael Tourville, Rebecca Traister, Anh 
Tran Dang, Bonnie Trask, Sonya Treadwell, 
Steven Trocki, Rachel Troia, Patricia Tudisco, 
Cenk Tuncok, Donald Twomey, Keri Tyler 
. U 
Evelyn Urena 
V 
Pura Vargas, Gertrudis Vargas, Michelle 
Varras, Yolanda Vazquez, Ana Velez, Loren 
Vella, Ana Veloz, Diane Vergato, Eileen Vets, 
Jennifer Vincent, Thao Vu 
WwW 
Stephanie Wallace, Jennifer Walsh, Stacia 
Waraska, Marcia Ward, Lois Wear, Keith 
Weightman, Dolores Welch, Leilani Welch, 
Richard Wentworth Jr, Andrea Whalen, 
Katherine White, Timothy White, Susan 
White, Adam Whitehouse, Genai Wickey, 
Bernadette Willey, Eugene Willis, Sandra 
Wilson, Bethany Wilson, Julie Winward, 
William Wyner 
Y 
Paul Yameen, Pauline Yelinek, Cristino 
Ynfante, Carolyn Yoder 


Z 
Ryan Zannini, Mary Zarba, Ruth Zayas, 
Svetlana Zinland, Valerie Zullo 


IRECORD AND COMPACT DISC 


COLLECTORS 


SUNDAY FEBRUARY 11, 1996 


10:00A.M. 


- 5:00P.M. 


HOLIDAY INN 
EXIT 2 - | 93 SALEM N.H. 


RECORDS, CASSETTES, COMPACT 
DISC, POSTERS, VIDEO, 
MEMORABILIA AND MOREL!!! 


MUSIC FROM THE 40'S TO THE 90'S 


FEATURING 


D.J. 


‘ DR. AND MRS. Cc 


ADMISSION $3.00 


FOR INFORMATION CALL (603)-898-8150 
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Looking for answers to enrollment drop 


@ Task force makes 
follow-up phone calls to 
help increase the 
college’s FTE 


By RACHAEL PEPE 
Guest Contributor 


ntil last year’s 10 percent decrease, 

| student enrollment has risen annu 

ally since the 1962 opening of NECC. 

This is where the Enrollment Management 
Plan comes into play. 

More and more, students are not meet- 
ing the FTE (Full-Time Equivalent) of 15 
credits. The amount of credits taken per 
semester has been rapidly declining. The 
average number now has dropped to less 
than 10. 

“The purpose of the EMP is to examine, 
analyze and ensure that NECC has a num- 
ber of students that make it a viable institu- 
tion,” said Norman Landry, dean of student 
services. 

“More students are leaving during or 
after their first semester,” he said. “We 
have to watch these things closely.” 

A cross-section of people, including fac- 
ulty, staff, administration and students, 
meet every week to discuss ideas on how to 
make NECC more productive. 

They try to analyze ideas ranging from 
simple to complex. 

One of the more simple ideas is air 
condition rooms in Spurk Hall. 

According to Landry, student services 
will try to equip two or three rooms a year 
with air conditioners. 

This will continue until all the rooms 
have this amenity. 

With these new renovations, more stu- 
dents may choose to take summer courses 
at NECC. 


ciladium 


College 


This will also, in turn, increase enroll- 
ment. 

“We have to try to figure out how to gain 
students, not lose them,” he said. 

One of the techniques that the Enroll- 
ment Management Task Force uses to en- 
sure that students return for second semes- 
ter is the “telephone teams.” 

When the administration discovers that 
students who are eligible to return second 
semester aren’t registered, they make some 
calls. 

The task force tries to help the student(s) 
in whatever way it can in order for them to 
register. 

If students merely forgot to register, for 
example, they get a reminder from the 
administration. 

The task force’s purpose is to let stu- 
dents know the college cares. 

Usually, enrollment boosts because of 
the telephone team activity, according to 
Landry. 

There are some reasons why the stu- 
dents are not returning that the task force 
cannot control, however. 

If, for example, a student has a good job 
that they cannot schedule classes around, 
they will usually choose the job over school. 

What all of this translates into is that 
even though there may be a larger number 
of people enrolled in NECC, fewer people 
sign up for classes. 

Sometimes, for a class that is capable of 
seating 25 people, only 15 people sign up. 

“One of the goals of this program is to 
try to make classes more productive,” Landry 
said. 

Still, other problems that arise. Once 
students are registered for a class, some 
choose to skip class on a regular basis. 

One of the important missions for fac- 
ulty members to complete is getting through 
to these students. 

“I want faculty members to do every- 
thing they can to make it clear to students 


Feb 5 - Feb 6/ 10am - 3pm 


Northern Essex CC - Haverhill 
Spurk “C” Building Lobby 


ee ee ee en ta 


Taking care of registration 


DEMARIS ANDERSON pays a visit to the registrar’s office to make 
some last minute changes to her spring schedule. 


that it’s important to attend class,” Landry 
said. “This is the most important thing we 
can do as an institution.” 

“First-year, first-time freshman really 
don’t have any outside support,” he said. “It 
can usually only be provided by the fac- 
ulty.” 

The faculty are the most influential with 
students, according to Landry. Everyday 
students see two or three faculty members 
and can connect most with them. 

“It is important that students make a 
connection with someone, be it a teacher, 
an adviser or another student,” Landry said. 
“This allows them to get to know people. 
This is a crucial component in education.” 

One ofthe most important aspects of the 
enrollment plan is to let students know it is 


S. Merrill photo 


for their own benefit to make themselves 
known. 

“Don’t hide out...Get to know people,” 
he said. 

John Peroni, dean of continuing educa- 
tion, is part of the customer friendly task 
force, which is another important part of 
the EMP. 

Focusing on things such as prices of 
books, parking lots, customer satisfaction 
and general improvements is what this task 
force works on. 

The purpose of this is to figure out what 
the students and customers want and how 
to give it to them. 

“The more and better you serve the 
students, the more attractive this campus 
becomes,” Landry said. 


Required Reading 


$8 Per Hour 3-5 Hour Shifts * Monday - Friday 


Tuition 
Reimbursement 
Up to $6,000 
per Year 
(*selected 
shifts) 


Full-time 
Benefits 


Here's a simple assignment for any college student - one which could pay off for 
the rest of your life. Take a look at the information in this ad and compute how 
much college money you're eligible for when you work as a Part-time Package 


Potential 
Promotion 
Within 

A Year 


Ske 


SX 


Part-time 


BINS 


Handler with UPS. Work one of the following shifts: 


* 12:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
**11 p.m. to 3 a.m. 


*6to11p.m. 
**3to8 am. 


Ee 


If your math worked out correctly, you came up with a 
staggering figure. Now here's how you get the job: 


Apply in person at UPS any Thursday from 2-4 p.m., 90 
Brick Kiln Road, Chelmsford, MA, (508) 441-3414 or see 


your UPS Recruiter on campus 


WORKING FOR STUDENTS WHO WORK FOR US, 
UPS DELIVERS EDUCATION 


PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION IS NOW AVAILABLE (12:30-5:30 P.M. SHIFT ONLY) 
THROUGH THE LOWELL REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY, 
FOR UPDATED BUS SCHEDULES PLEASE CALL (508) 452-6161. 


UPS is an equal opportunity employer — 
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Poised at the podium 


D. Miller photo 


COLLEGE PRESIDENT David Hartleb discusses his first few weeks at NECC. In Monday’s 
general staff meeting, he said the college is in a time of change. 


Board passes president’s housing allowance 


® Recent HECC decision 
gives trustees the power to 
reexamine president’s 
annual salary 


By JASON B. GROSKY 
Editor 


fter leaving the college last month without 
y, signing his contract, the board of trustees 

4 A.voted to include a housing allowance in 

addition to President David Hartleb’s salary. 

Hartleb contends he never doubted the housing 
allowance would be granted; it was just a matter of 
time. 

“If the board had said ‘We're not going to grant 
you a housing allowance’ — it never came to that,” 
he said. “I always had a feeling from my discussions 
that I never had to worry about ‘what happens if...’” 

The Bay State’s Higher Education Coordinating 
Council (HECC) sets the salary for first-year state 
college presidents at $80,000. The housing allow- 
ance adds an extra 11.25 percent to Hartleb’s yearly 
salary. 

The extra $750 a month and a few minor details 
are reportedly what Hartleb wanted resolved before 
agreeing to his contract last month. 

As reported in the Dec. 20 issue of the NECC 
Observer, Hartleb returned to Cincinnati without 
signing the contract. Once proposed to take over on 
Jan. 2, the unresolved pact delayed his start by 
nearly three weeks, while former President John R. 
Dimitry delayed his retirement and briefly remained 
at the helm. 

The allowance was approved at the January’s 
trustee meeting at the Lawrence campus. Board 
members Gagnon and William Lane voted against 
providing Hartleb with a housing allowance, based 
primarily on the term “housing allowance.” 

Neither feel the money for a housing allowance 
goes towards what the title suggests; instead, the 
two feel the extra $750 a month is just additional 


B. Whitmore photo 
HARTLEB TAKES a break from his day to 
relax in his new office. 


salary. 

Although the two trustees disagree with the title, 
both expressed that Hartleb does deserve the extra 
$9,000, but feel it should be included within his 
contract as part of his base salary, meaning a first 
year president should make $89,000 in salary as 
opposed to $80,000 with additional money under a 
housing allowance. 

In recent months, HECC discussed increasing the 
salaries of college presidents. Hartleb said Chancel- 
lor Stanley Z. Koplick left him (Hartleb) feeling the 
change would occur during the winter. According 
to Hartleb, the potential increase was a factor in his 
contract negotiations. 

“I was assured by Chancellor Koplick that in 
January, this was going to the HECC board and he 
was confident it would be approved,” he said. 

The plan was to increase the salaries of Massa- 
chusetts’ state college presidents to meet the mid- 
point of the nation’s range. While the Common- 
wealth starts at $80,000, HECC hoped to near the 
national average by starting the presidents at 
$88,000. 

Within the past few weeks, HECC did a 180 


@ Hope, mingled with fresh 
ideas help pave road for the 
newly-appointed president 


By JASON B. GROSKY & BREEDA WHITMORE 
Editor & Managing Editor 


resident David Hartleb was fascinated with 

the idea of a general staff meeting and ap- 

peared to enjoy Monday’s first spring gather- 
ing. 

Faculty, staff and administrators listened to the 
president’s early impressions before voicing their 
concerns and suggestions, addressing current prob- 
lems at NECC. 

Hartleb hopes everyone will work together for 
the common good of the college. 

“We have a first-rate institution with first-rate 
people,” he said. “This is the time for new ideas and 
rethinking old ideas for a period of change. We’ll 
come up with new things in new ways to push 
forward.” 

His first plan is to spend as much as six months 
listening and learning about the issues that are 


Early Indications 


“We have a first-rate 
institution with first-rate 
people. This is the time for 
‘new ideas and rethinking 
old ideas for a period of 
change. We’ll come up with 
new things in new ways to 
push forward.” 


David Hartleb 


degree turn and relinquished its role in making the 
decision. James Carlin, the new HECC chairman, 
feels the council should not be micro managing the 
salaries of college presidents. Instead, he suggested 
giving the colleges’ trustee boards the power to 
negotiate the contracts. The HECC board voted 8-1 
in favor of the proposal. 

“So what Koplick had put together and told me 
was going to pass just disappeared because 
HECC decided they’re not going to be in the busi- 
ness for setting the salaries for college presidents,” 
Hartleb said. 

If HECC approved the measure, Hartleb’s income 
would have ballooned to $97,000, nearly 18.5 per- 
cent higher than the original offer. 

With HECC’s change in position, the power now 
lies in the hands of the NECC trustees to decide on 
whether or not to raise Hartleb’s contract. 

“Marjorie Goudreault (chairwoman of the board 
of trustees) told me it will be on the agenda,” Hartleb 
said. “She understands that it was an expectation of 
mine and in fact I think every president in the state 
of Massachusetts is underpaid by national averages, 
I suspect every board in the state is going to do this.” 

Despite receiving a $105,000 salary at his Univer- 
sity of Cincinnati post, Hartleb accepted the lower 
paying position at NECC. Now earning $89,000 (with 
the allowance included), the trustees can decide to 
increase the figure. 

Goudreault approves of HECC’s action, saying 
the increasing of presidents’ salaries has been dis- 
cussed for 2-3 years. She said the board will setup 
and evaluation based on performance, experience 
and credentials, but said HECC set no suggestive 
salary parameters. 

“Nobody knows the president better than those 
that work with him on a frequent basis,” she said, 
referring to the college’s board. 

According to Goudreault, the boards had the 
power to control the presidents’ salaries in the past, 
but the procedure was changed a few years ago. She 
said the state’s intention hopes the colleges will 
establish competitive salaries, but contends the 
trustees will not hand out charity. 

“The board will be tough,” she said. “Nobody’s 
going to give away the store.” 


ollege loc 


important to the college. He exp 
about Gov. William Weld’s “Hoy 
proposal. If passed, Hartleb saj 
nario could cost the college $1, 

He referred to the potenti: 
matter and not a good way tos 

Another concern of Hartleb’ 
enrollment decline . According 1 
spring enrollment is down apy 
cent from a year ago. In compar 
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Features Editor 
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John Guarino, professor of history, began the 
open floor discussion by offering advice to Hartleb. 

“I urge you to take the advice of Pope Benedict 
XIV,” he said. “Wander around, talk to the janitors, 
students, faculty and staff. Let yourself be seen — not 
closeted like the second Chinese emperor. Assemble 
the kids, address them every so often and try to 
create a community here.” 

For his part, Joseph Laudani, human services 
professor, emphasized the common goal of faculty 
and staff: to turn out well-educated students. 

“We (the faculty) need to feel in alliance with 
administration, we are allies, not adversaries,” he 
said. “We made a mistake in how we treated stu- 
dents last semester and they got angry; it was a very 
terrible first semester.” 

William Huston, ASL coordinator, expressed the 
need for staff and faculty to have training programs 
to bring them up-to-date on technology. 

“I’m concerned for the future,” he said. “I want 
the tools to grow in the profession — the hardware 
and the skills.” 

Hartleb vowed to put Huston’s sentiments at the 
top of his agenda. He referred to it as the “quality of 
change,” he spoke of earlier. 

The president, a Kentucky native, closed the 
meeting by referring to the time (12:55 p.m.) as “five 
til one,” as opposed to the New England’s common 
“five of.” 


Three’s company 
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COLLEGE ADMINISTRATORS Norman J. Landry, dean of students, and Robert McDonald, 
dean of academic affairs, sandwich President David Hartleb after Monday’s meeting. 
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wife sells their house in Cincinnati. He has yet to 
find an area where he would like to live, but is 
considering buying a house in Haverhill because of 
the college’s location. 

So far the only thing that Hartleb is doubtful 
about in New England is the amount of snow. 

“I don’t want say I dislike the snow, but we can 
do:without it for a while,” he said. 

Hartleb and his wife will be leaving their two 
daughters, Debbie, 22, and Kathy, 25, behind. Ac- 
cording to Hartleb, Debbie, who is a senior at 
Indiana University, is strongly considering a move 
to New England when she graduates. Hartleb said 
that she would like to visit one weekend very soon 
because she has never been to the area. 

His daughter, Kathy, who just finished graduate 
school, is still unsure about where she and her 
fiance will want to live, he said. 

Hartleb feels he was very successful at the Uni- 
versity of Cincinnati and was pleased with his 
performance on the job. While at the University 
College, he worked hard turning an enrollment 
problem around and successfully raised money to 
build a new building. He said that he worked hard 
improving the faculty development as well. 

Hartleb is hopeful that his successes in Cincin- 
nati will follow through as he begins his term of 
office here. 

“I am very impressed,” he said. “This is a really 
good school. People here, the staff and faculty are 
really high quality. They really care about this 
place.” . 

Only a few faculty members have met Hartleb, 
but they all have issues they want him to settle. 

Because last semester’s contract settlements cre- 
ated distance between teachers and administrators, 
many are looking at Hartleb to bring people to- 
gether. 

“I’m hoping he will focus on listening to people 
and make it the highest value at Northern Essex,” 
said Paul M. Bevilacqua, assistant dean of human 
services and health professions. 

Even though Bevilacqua has not met Hartleb, he 
feels Hartleb has the right values and attitude for 
progression. 

Psychology professor, Paula Strangie, also feels 
tension within the college. 

“I want to see us brought together more as a 
community,” she said. 

Others, such as Marjory Martin, English profes- 
sor, feel problems, such as the decrease in student 
enrollment, should be the first on his list. 

“I want him to develop a plan to improve the 
enrollment situation and to work with us in liberal 
arts,” she said. “He should support us in strengthen- 
ing the program.” 

Since nobody spends all day on the job, Hartleb 
loves white water rafting in his free time. He enjoys 
taking trips to all different areas and especially 
enjoyed going to New Hampshire’s White Moun- 
tains. Because he dislikes to travel with a lot of gear, 
like a tent, food, etc., he liked the White Mountains 
because one can travel from hut to hut to get a good 


nights sleep and.a'warm breakfast. Because of the 
amount of snowin New pares: he hopes to-learn 
cross country skiing. ee 

“Tm looking. forward ¢ 


Hartleb feels his reste accomplishment is in 
his successful marriage, and in helping raise two 
well-educated daughters with help from his wife, 
Pat. 

“I feel I have been lucky because I haven’t had 


many failures,” he said. 
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The hardest challenge he faced was putting 
himself through law school. He attended law school 
at night and kept.a full-time job during the day. 

Even res Hartleb: has moved to an area 
] rsays John Dimitry alongwit 
; have made him feel qui 


3 


ratiy faculty member 
comfortable. ; 

“I feel I have been warmly welcomed and the 
people have been generous and have extended 
themselves to me,” he said. “I enjoy people, getting 
along with people.” 


Baton of leadership in new hands 


® College head looks to 
uniting staff and faculty 
through open discussion 


By BREEDA WHITMORE 
Managing Editor 


like a man who has settled in and put his 

finger on the pulse of the college: But on the 
inside, he is a man still trying to find his socks and 
shoes amid the upheaval of the move from Ohio to 
Massachusetts. 

“I boxed everything and rode it up ina truck,” he 
said. “This weekend, I finally put things into closets 
and drawers. Now I just have to remember where I 
put them.” 

He was reading the Chronicle for Higher Education 
last year when he came across an employment ad. 

“I was looking selectively, very selectively, to be 
president of a community college,” he said. “I did a 
little bit of investigation about size and location and 
this seemed like an interesting possibility, so I just 
sent in a letter.” 

Hartleb had been hired by the president of the 
University of Cincinnati to create a program that 
would make it easier for students to transfer their 
credits within the university system of Cincinnati. 

This goal was never met because the president of 
the University lost interest when he was faced with 
severe budget cuts, Hartleb said. 

“I was not allowed to pursue the goals I was hired 
for, so that’s why I looked for another job,” he said. 
“We made some progress, but not to the extent I was 
hoping.” 

In spite of this disappointment, President Joseph 
Steger in Cincinnati was pleased with Hartleb’s job 
performance. 

“He is an excellent academic dean and worked 
very hard in making the University an access col- 
lege,” he said. 

Getting the details of his contract for NECC 
finalized took some time. The sticking point was 
whether or not he should have a housing allowance. 

“I’m not looking for any sympathy and I don’t 


O n the outside, President David Hartleb looks 


want to make a big deal about it,” he said. “I just 
didn’t want to take such a huge cut in pay. I was 
making a lot more money in Cincinnati, and it 
‘wasn’t the housing allowance I wanted so much. I 
wanted to try and minimize my economic loss.” 
Times have changed. At that time, the presi- 
dents’ salary was set by HECC in Boston, so the 
board of trustees couldn’t negotiate with him. Last 
week, -HECC voted to give the board of trustees 
complete autonomy in setting presidents’ salaries. 
“So the rules just changed,” he said. “Those 
weren't the rules when we were going through the 
process. I didn’t care if they called it a salary or a 
housing allowance, but they couldn’t call it a sal- 


ary.” 

. Being new to the job leaves Hartleb curious 
about:many of the issues at NECC. Right now, he has 
two priorities —- to improve morale among the 
faculty, staff and administration, and increase en- 
rollment, returning the college to a growth stage. 

“People tell me there is a morale issue with some 
of the faculty and staffand administration,” he said. 

The key to improving relationships among the 
staff, faculty and administration is to have a lot of 
open discussion, he said. 

“I understand how to do that,” he said. “I think 
we will be a much more effective college, not 
knocking the fine quality of the institution now, if 
we work together.” 

To address the problem of enrollment, he would 
like to go out to all the local high schools and 
vocational schools and talk to superintendents, 
principals and counselors. 

He would particularly like to reach out to people 
who have been out of high school for a while. 

“I'd like to start advertising, set up booths in 
malls to say we’re here,” he said. “We could go to the 
Rockingham Mall in New Hampshire and register 
students there.” 

So as Hartleb tries to find his shoes and socks in 
his new apartment, and tries to find his feet in his 
new job, he hopes to approach the transition with a 
sense of humor. 

“You can communicate more effectively with a 
little bit of humor,” he said. “If everything is deadly 
serious, it’s boring, and another thing, it’s intimi- 
dating.” 
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@ Software hopes to 
change the way students 
learn in the classroom 


By SAMANTHA OATES 
Staff Reporter 


ECC is one of five community col- 
N leges chosen to participate in a pres- 

tigious partnership with Johns 
Hopkins University. 

The college will develop a CD-ROM-based 
instructional module in the science field 
for the National Science Foundation project. 

Professor Michael Pelletier, department 
chair for engineering and technical studies, 
has been chosen to be the discipline special- 
ist for the project. This means Pelletier will 
do all the work to get the science CD-ROM 
put together. 

“This project will revolutionize the way 
college students are taught,” Pelletier said. 

Pelletier is responsible for developing a 
CD-ROM called statistic process control for 


‘Observer’ 


@ Two new positions 
created as paper tries to 
reach more students this 
semester 


By SCOTT FERREN 
Editor 


announced the new editorial staff for 
the spring semester. 

Bradford’s Jason Grosky has been pro- 
moted from managing editor to editor with 
Scott Ferren, also of Haverhill, who returns 
as editor for a second semester. 

Danielle Paplaskas of Rowley and 
Hampstead, N.H.’s Breeda Whitmore have 
both been promoted to managing editor. 


T= award-winning NECC Observer has 


News 


Professor to help design CD-ROM 


manufacturing engineering. Since he is only 
familiar with thé engineering concept, he 
turned to other faculty members for in- 
sight. 

Darell Taylor, who teaches statistic pro- 
cess control for the Center of Business and 
Industry at the college, is writing a piece on 
the matter for the project. 

“I also needed a review of applied statis- 
tics and instruction on thermodynamics 
and physics,” Pelletier said. “I have John 
Mason in science writing the latter por- 
tion.” 

Pelletier said all three pieces will go into 
modules instruction booklet. 

The brain behind the project is Arnold 
Packer, a professor at Johns’ Hopkins. Packer, 
also a consultant for the Department of 
Labor, received a copy of the SCANS/2000 
Program, a piece on the competencies work- 
ers would need for the 21st century. Packer’s 
idea was to put all the competencies to- 
gether into a high performance manufac- 
turing engineering program. 

Packer went to the National Science 
Foundation for funding and came out with 
a $1.3 million grant to develop modules for 


Other returning staffers include News 
Editor, David Miller of Amesbury, Arts & 
Entertainment editor, Matthew Connery of 
Newbury and Sports Editor, Danny Roger of 
Salisbury. 

The Observer has two new positions this 
spring. Methuen’s George Scione will be the 
new opinion pages editor, and Georgetown’s 
Scott Merrill will supervise the graphics 
and photography section. 

A slew of staff reporters are now part of 
the editorial staff, including Tara Carbone, 
East Kingston, N.H., and Groveland’s Jeffrey 
Jolin, who make-up the features section of 
the newspaper. 

Other new faces include Newburyport’s 
Colin Tierney, Assistant arts & Entertain- 
ment Editor and the Assistant Sports Edi- 
tor, Jelani Phillips of Derry, N.H. 

Advertising is managed by Deanne 
Guardino, with Alex Bosse assisting. 
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@ Student reflects on 
skills learned and 
actions taken so far 


uring the fall semester, students 
D have made the two campuses of 

Northern Essex Community College 
hubs of activity. 
Students facilitated the return of a recy- 
cling program, promoted awareness of the 
AIDS virus, conducted voter registration 
drives, lead various writing campaigns on 
issues which impact community college 
students, participated in a Boston rally 
against federal financial aid cuts (and was 
one of the best represented schools in New 
England with over 60 students attending), 
and organized a highly visible campus pro- 
test of the stalled faculty contract negotia- 
tions which has been given credit in the 
Chronicle of Higher Education by Stanley Koplik, 
chancellor of the Higher Education Coordi- 
nating Council, as “the spark that got the 
negotiations going again.” Not bad for a 
“commuter school.” 

These are only a few of the student 
activities on campus this last semester, and 
they all have a common thread: the student 
senate. Members of the senate played an 
integral role in each. Additionally, the sen- 
ate represented the student body with the 
Massachusetts Student Advisory Council 
and allocated our $260,000 student activi- 
ties fund. : 


Senate Corner 


Sometimes we reflect back on our ac- 
complishments during our term. We might 
often mention what we have done for the 
students and the school. Right now, how- 
ever, I'd like to take a moment to look at 
what the student senate experience has 
done for me. This might take more time. 

I am not a political science or govern- 
ment major. In fact, no current senators 
are. I did not have any academic reason for 
running for senate. I was not well-versed in 
the school policies, government legislation, 
the student activities budget, or activities 
programming. 

I didn’t even originally have an interest 
in learning about it. But I did know there 
were things I wanted to accomplish. More 
than anything else, the student senate ex- 
perience has shown me how to succeed at 
accomplishing my goals and made me aware 
of the number of issues that impact my 
college experience. 

The senate experiences have equipped 
me with the tools to responsibly implement 
ideas, to set goals, seek out resources, 
negotiate terms, and to recruit and moti- 
vate others. 
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use in manufacturing engineering. The NSF 
only gave Packer enough funding to de- 
velop five competencies into modules in- 
stead of 20 he originally wanted. 

Packer put the word out about his project 
and asked that community colleges be nomi- 
nated for involvement 

NECC was nominated by The Alliance, 
an independent corporation funded by the 
communication workers of America or AT&T 
and their unions, Pelletier said. 

Pelletier, along with Robert McDonald, 
dean of academic services, traveled to Johns 
Hopkins in Baltimore last August to receive 
their assignment. 

The five community colleges involved 
are Hagerstown Junior College, in Mary- 
land, the New Hampshire Technical College 
System, South Seattle Community College 
and Modesto Junior College in California, in 
addition to NECC. 

The other community colleges will de- 
velop modules in math science or English 
communication. The plan is to have all five 
modules on five CD-ROMs for testing by 
next fall. 

Testing of the CD-ROM module devel- 


oped by NECC will take place in a general 
education physics class, Pelletier said. 

The overall goal is to have the five mod- 
ules expand into an associate’s degree for 
manufacturing technicians, which will train 
individuals for careers in high performance 
manufacturing. 

“The CD-ROMs will teach them how to 
work in teams, communication, statistical 
process control math and how to estimate 
costs,” Pelletier said. 

NECC will receive $17,500 each of the 
three years involved with the project. The 
funding pays the consultants Pelletier is 
using, trips to Baltimore and other admin- 
istrative costs. Pelletier receives no money 
for his participation, but his class load has 
been reduced. 

Pelletier says the CD-ROM will change 
the way students learn. 

“I envision the CD-ROM being used as a 
visual tool in class and then available for 
students to view later on,” Pelletier said. “A 
book doesn’t cut it with a lot of students. 
With a CD-ROM, you can have examples 
with a step-by-step process to teach you. 
This is the learning tool for the future.” 


names spring ‘96 editorial staff 


‘The Paper’ 


RETURNING FROM last semester’s 
Miller, Danielle Paplaskas, Breeda Whitmore, editor Jason B. Grosky, 
Matthew Connery, Danny Roger, George R. Scione and editor Scott Ferren. 


I have learned how to follow through 
with a plan until its conclusion. More spe- 
cifically, I have also become familiar with 
the detailed work necessary to make change 
happen. The leadership skills which I have 
developed will serve me well through my 
education and my active community life. 

The senate has also taught me how to 
work with a team and how much more 
effective teamwork can be than acting alone. 
The senate is a team of people with an 
eclectic range of characteristics, personali- 
ties and ideas, and allows for the sharing of 
many opinions which help us to make more 
educated decisions. It also forces us to 
mediate situations and to come to a mutual 
understanding on issues. 

I have also enjoyed such personal ben- 
efits as meeting people, making personal 
and professional contacts and adding sev- 
eral achievements to my transfer applica- 
tion and resume. | 

The senate experience is a challenge, but 
then, anything worthwhile is. As with ev- 
erything else, you get out of an experience 
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what you put in to it. 

You too have valuable ideas which can 
contribute to another active semester for 
the student senate. Senate nomination pe- 
titions are now available in the Student 
Activities office, F-135 (Haverhill) and L-105 
(Lawrence). It’s really very simple. Just pick 
up a petition, get 20 signatures from other 
students in your program area, turn it in, 
and campaign for the elections held Feb. 20 
and 21. It’s a challenge worth taking on and 
an opportunity not to pass up. 


College students with 
presentation of this AD 
and valid college ID: 


= Admission is only s2 


Any time any day. 


Call the 24 hour Movie 
Hot-line: 508-374-2200 


Directions: Exit 49, off Rt. 495 on Lowell 
Ave. in Haverhill, right alongside 
The Westgate Shopping Plaza. 


Ticket expires 5-31-96 
Welcome back students! 
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@ Six exhibits depicting 
American themes and 
history on tap in spring 


By MATTHEW T. CONNERY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


rooms, the art galleries ofthe Lawrence 

and Haverhill campuses are slated for 
an eclectic overview of the nuances of Ameri- 
can art, culture and history. 

The Haverhill campus is scheduled to 
house four exhibits in the spring semester, 
including Photography and the Old West; New 
York/New Jersey, 1990-93; By a Clearer Light: 
75th Anniversary of the National Parks Service 
and A True Likeness: The Black South Of Richard 
Samuel Roberts: 1920-1936. 

In addition to the exhibits, an Earth Day 
Concert is scheduled for April 21, featuring 
the New Nile Orchestra. 

The Lawrence campus will hold two 
exhibits during the spring, The Image and the 
Word: Exploration and the Settlement of the 
American West and Rags to Riches: Recycled 
Rugs. 

Arthur Signorelli, director of student 
activities, picks the exhibits organized from 
groups such as the Smithsonian and the 
Columbia Museum of Art. 

“I try to find exhibits that will appeal to 
the students, the surrounding community 
and the different programs here,” he said. 

The first spread to grace the Haverhill 
gallery walls is Photography and the Old West, 


E rom recycled rugs to New Jersey bed- 


featuring documentations of key events in’ 


the westward expansion, photographs de- 
picting the daily lives of the pioneers and 
the overall feel of the “manifest destiny” 
that overcame America. The display opens 
Feb. 5 and runs until Feb. 28. 

On Mar. 4, the New York/New Jersey 
exhibit begins, showcasing the photographic 
works of George Segal. His dark and moody 


@ Dreyfuss portrays 
music teacher looking 
to fulfill his dreams 


By JASON B. GROSKY 
Editor 


overgrown trail with a lone compass- 
less soul searching for direction. Glenn 
Holland’s love for music sets him on an 
unchartered course in his quest to write 
one brilliant piece to leave his mark in the 
footsteps of Beethoven, Bach and Gershwin. 

Richard Dreyfuss (Stand by Me, What About 
Bob?) plays Holland as the leading role in Mr. 
Holland’s Opus. Holland began his career 
playing with his band on the nightclub 
circuit. After years of dreams and aspira- 
tions, Holland searches for a way to make 
money and still find the time to create his 
musical epic. 

Searching to receive income through his 
love of music, Holland accepts a job as the 
new music teacher at an Oregon high school. 
Before his first day even begins, he realizes 
the first difficult task before him. 

After a short night’s sleep, Holland’s 
wife, Iris, played by Glenne Headly (Dick 
Tracy), wakes him before 7 a.m. for his first 
day of school. Refusing to leave the confines 
of his bedroom hibernation, Holland be- 
_ gins questioning “Why would people ever 
get up this early?” 

Holland accepts the position, figuring 
he can teach music class during the day and 
work on his masterpiece in the evening. He 
learns the first day about a teacher’s lack of 
free time. 

Waiting patiently in the lunch line, Hol- 
land meets the school’s football coach Bill 
Meister, played by Jay Thomas in his first 
major film role. The free spirited coach 
promptly grabs Holland by the sleeve and 
says, “Teachers don’t wait in line.” 

While painfully eating the cafeteria cui- 


| ife is often viewed as a large, winding, 


Arts & Entertainment 


Diversity headlines art gallery exhibits 


portraits alter the commonplace scenes of 
bedrooms and cafes from their trite state 
into dramatic pieces of art. 

In April, the door of interpretation slides 
open to present the regality of American 
national parks in a new light. The work of 
David Halpern depicts the beauty of places 
such as Glacier National Park and 
Yellowstone, among many others. 

The final Haverhill gallery exhibit of the 
spring will appear in May with the Richard 
Samuel Roberts’ work showing African- 
American life in the deep South during the 
1920s and ’30s. Portraits of sensitivity and 
thoughtfulness play off the stereotypical 
ideas of the South as it was perceived in that 
time. 

Appearing in the Lawrence gallery 
through the first two months of the semes- 
ter is an exhibit similar to the February 
showing in the Haverhill gallery. The West 
serves as the thought provoking feature at 
the gallery with paintings, sketches and a 
spectrum of artist works, capturing the 
westward movement in an unconventional 
light. 

The final two months of the semester, 
the Lawrence gallery will house an exhibit 
of art like no other. Forget quilts as the sole 
form of art composed by textiles, recycled 
rugs will provide a whole new artistic genre 
created entirely of old rugs. Twenty Ameri- 
can artists collaborated to compose the 
exhibit put on by a division of the Mid- 
America Arts Alliance. 

In the spring, the Haverhill campus hosts 
an Earth Day Concert showcasing the New 
Nile Orchestra. The four musicians and one 
dancer appeal to the sights and sounds of 
East Africa and fit in somewhere among 
every genre of music found on the Earth. 

Admission to all gallery events is free. 
The Haverhill gallery is located in the Bentley 
Library and is open between 1-5 p.m. on 
Sunday, or call for other hours. The Lawrence 
campus gallery is in the Atrium and is open 
weekdays 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.,'and on Saturdays 
8 a.m. to noon. 


Movie Review 


sine, Holland tells Meister of his dreams 
and aspirations of writing his concerto in 
his free time — to which Meister immedi- 
ately counters by saying he didn’t know the 
last time he had free time. 

The movie’s time-line begins in the early 
60s when Holland begins with an orchestra 
of inexperienced, musically illiterate, 
rhythmless group of players. Through per- 
sonal frustration and an inability to make 
the students love the history of music, 
Holland slowly realizes the key in changing 
their perception. 

Upon stopping the class, Holland steps 
to the room’s piano and belts out a rock ’n’ 
roll tune, knowing each student will recog- 
nize the melody. He then shows the similar 
rhythms between the ’60s rock and how 
they echo off of the sounds from sections of 
Beethoven and Bach symphonies. 

Holland’s relationship with his son Cole, 
who is deaf, is portrayed throughout the 
film. Being a music lover, Holland has avery 
difficult time coping with Cole’s inability to 
hear and appreciate the same love for mu- 
sic. Holland refuses to concentrate on learn- 
ing sign language, and his inability to easily 
communicate with his son only furthers 
the frustration of them both — causing Cole 
to suffer neglect and question his father’s 
caring. 

Cole is shown at ages six, 15 and 28 in 
the film. To make the movie more realistic, 
director Stephen Herek (Bill and Ted's Excel- 
lent Adventure, The Mighty Ducks) cast three 
deaf actors to play the role. 

Dreyfuss and co-star Headly, whose char- 
acter primarily signed back and forth with 
Cole, spent nearly two months learning the 
American Sign Language from a student 
majoring in deaf education at California 
State University, according to press ac- 
counts. On The Late Show with David Letterman, 
Dreyfuss admitted to spending up to six 
months learning how to “fake playing the 
piano.” 

The film shows Holland's struggles deal- 


America’s majesty 


File photo 


SUNRISE POINT, located in Colorado, is one of the photographs appearing 
in the national parks exhibition, in the Haverhill gallery during April. 


‘Mr. Holland’s Opus’ captivates 


ing with his classes, orchestra, home life 
and personal goals and aspirations. Seem- 
ingly closed-minded at the movie’s outset, 
Holland battles himself into prioritizing 
and making time for the many facets of his 
life, primarily in regards to learning how to 
live with and love his son. 

Mr. Holland’s Opus spans through the 
Vietnam War, the assassination of John 
Lennon, and the history of events leading 
up to the present. The film captivates the 
changes in time and the personalities of 
students passing through the halls from 
decade to decade. 

Shot on location at Grant High School in 
Portland, Ore., the film also shows the 
structural changes the school underwent 
over a 40-year period. 

Despite a few sappy scenes, Mr. Holland's 
Opus is amoving and emotional film sure to 
fill many eyes with tears. 
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Photo courtesy of Buena Vista Pictures 


Richard Dreyfuss as Glenn Holland. 
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Phish remains true 


to their improv roots 


@ Madison Square 
Garden is Phish’s new 
New Year’s haven 


By SCOTT MERRILL 
Graphics Editor 


hish is the ultimate psychedelic folk/ 
rockimprovisational band ofthe’90s, 


which many compare to the Grateful 
Dead. Sure, the Dead may have influenced 
them, but Phish has a sound and style very 
much its own. 

There is nothing quite like a Phish show, 
and no two shows are ever the same. This is 
why thousands of Phishheads follow the 
band from city to city, exchanging tapes, 
set lists and telling stories of the band’s 
crazy performances. 

Phish is no overnight success story. These 
guys have been plugging away at this for 
over ten years now. 

The band didn’t achieve its popularity 
by way of the mainstream music industry 
either. These guys are a self-made success 
story. Their live performances are one of 
the major factors contributing to the group’s 
huge following. 

Phish was formed late in 1983, after 
singer/guitarist Trey Anastasio posted fly- 
ers around the campus of the University of 
Vermont, looking to start a band. He was 
joined by drummer Jon Fishman and bass- 
ist Mike Gordon. 

The lineup was finalized in 1985 with 
the addition of pianist Page McConnell. 
McConnell then persuaded Fishman and 
Anastasio to join him at nearby Goddard 
College. 

Burlington, Vt. was the birthplace of the 
quartet’s live performances. The band’s first 
gig was at Nectar’s, a restaurant/bar in 
Burlington and was attended by a single 
fan. 

Shortly after its start in the club scene, 
the group branched out and began to play 
larger shows at area colleges. Phish soon 
ventured into Maine, New Hampshire and 
Massachusetts, where it has some of its 
most devoted fans and followers today. 

Like the Dead, Phish allows and encour- 
ages fans to tape the shows. Because each 
show has its own uniqueness, tape trading 
is a big part of the Phish scene. 

The band has a newsletter entitled Doniac 
Schvice which over 85,000 Phishheads re- 
ceive. Fans who need a daily dose of Phish 
gossip can access over 75,000 pages of text 
through the Internet on the fan-created 
Phish.net. 

Last June, the band released its first ever 
live album, A Live One. This two hour double 
disc set captures Phish at its best, live in 
concert. The 12 songs were selected from a 
possible 100 recorded on their 1994 tour. 

Phish ended 1995 with a splash. The 
band sold out shows all over the East Coast, 
including the New Haven Colosseum ‘ie 


Improve your options 


Concert Review 


Portland Civic Center, two shows at the 
Mullins’ Center at UMass/Amherst, two 
shows at the Worcester Centrum on Dec. 28 
and 29, and two shows at Madison Square 
Garden on Dec. 30 and New Year’s Eve that 
completed an explosive four show run and 
a fantastic year. 

At Portland, as the group does every 
night, Phish tried something different. It 
played two versions of the sound check 
song Dog Log. Anastasio told the audience to 
boo and scream on cue for each song. 

He then told the playful crowd that the 
songs could possibly appear on a live album 
with 15 versions of that same song. 

The enthusiastic participation was then 
rewarded with an amazing version of the 
fan favorite David Bowie. 

The highlight of the show was a special 
guest appearance by Allman Brothers gui- 
tarist Warren Haynes. He sat in for Son 
Seals’ Funky Bitch and an unbelievable ren- 
dition of the Beatles’ While My Guitar Gently 
Weeps. 

In Worcester, the second night was a 
landmark show attracting the largest sell- 
out crowd in Centrum history. 

My favorite part of the show was a 
brilliant and long awaited Fluffhead. 
Anastasio started the song with the lyrics, 
“Fluff came to New York,” the crowd roared 
in anticipation of the Madison Square Gar- 
den shows scheduled for the next two nights. 

The band sent the Centrum into a whirl- 
wind as they jammed The Who’s Can You See 
The Real Me, ZZ Top’s La Grange and Jimi 
Hendrix’s Fire. 

Can You See The Real Me is a carry-over 
from this year’s Halloween show where the 
band covered the entire Quadrophenia al- 
bum by The Who. Phish also played two 
complete sets of its own material at this 
monumental show. 

Phish is a band known for having certain 
songs that it only plays live. When the 
group played Big Fat Furry Creature From 
Mars, many bandwagon fans seemed unfa- 
miliar. 

A special guest bassist also added to the 
awesome set melting fans into their seats 
with an astonishing classical duet played 
with Gordon. 

Phish was on fire and on New Year’s the 
flames just got hotter. The group opened 
with a vicious Punch You In The Eye, then they 
stole a few more tunes from Gamehenge 
with Colonel Forbins and The Famous Mocking- 
bird. 

Anastasio also explained alittle bit about 
Gamehenge and how when Phish is not on 
tour, they are in their laboratory creating 
time. For those unaware, Gamehenge is a 
fictional world created by Phish. 

The second set delivered a phenomenal 
Runaway Jim, ended with a breathtaking 
Mike’s Song and left folks wondering what 
was in store for set three. 

They started the third set by creating a 
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laboratory with electronic sound equip- 
ment, lights and smoke. A dramatic frenzy 
of weird activity began to emerge from the 
rear of the stage. 

Just then, a bed was lowered from the 
ceiling. When it landed on the stage, 
Fishman climbed inside. The bed was raised 
to the ceiling and then lowered again. As it 
dropped to the stage again, the three re- 
maining band members began counting 
down 10, 9, 8, 7. The bed landed on the stage 
at the end of the countdown and Fishman 
jumped out smiling and dressed in a diaper 
and bonnet. 


g Phishy 


Photo courtesy of Electra Records 
PHISH: Page McConnell, Mike Gordon, Trey Anastasio and Jon Fishman. 
The band rang in ’96 with two shows at The Wocester Centrum and two 
at Madison Square Garden, including a New Year’s Eve extravaganza. 


The band screamed “Happy New Year,” 
went into a New Years’ jam, then pounded 
out an incredible version of Edgar Winters’ 
Frankenstein. 

A crowd pleasing You Enjoy Myself domi- 
nated part of the set, but nothing topped 
Phish’s rendition of Chuck Berry’s Johnny B. 
Goode for the encore. 

For the spring, Phish plans to release a 
Gamehenge CD-ROM, and Anastasio will 
release his first solo album, entitled Surren- 
der To The Air. The band also plans to tour in 
the spring and in the fall, but will not tour 
this summer. 
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Golden Globe Awards go different route 


@ Surprising winners 
probably shed no light 
on spring’s Oscars 


By MATTHEW T. CONNERY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


he annual Golden Globe Awards usu- 

ally serve as a prelude to its conserva- 

tive counterpart, the Academy Awards 

— but not this year. This year, the Globes 

surprised the crowd by giving some un- 
likely stars the top honors. 

Surprising decisions allowed stars like 
Sharon Stone and John Travolta to walk 
home with top honors without too much 
complaint. The Academy Awards, however, 
perennially overshadow the Golden Globes 
and will not be able to freely hand out their 
awards without causing an uproar in Holly- 
wood. 

The best actor nod in a comedy went to 
John Travolta for his role as an amiable 
mobster in the comedy, Get Shorty, a big 
winner in the box office race in the fall of 
"95: 

Nicolas Cage won best actor in a dra- 
matic movie for his portrayal as an apa- 
thetic alcoholic in Leaving Las Vegas. 

Although the two are both contenders 
for the best actor Oscar, (which does not 
distinguish between acting in a comedy or 
drama), the likelihood of Travolta walking 
away with the award is inconceivable. 

Besides Cage and Travolta, possibly the 
most talked about contender for best actor 
is Anthony Hopkins in Nixon. He was 
snubbed at the Golden Globes, but looks to 
be a more reasonable choice for the Oscar. 
This kind of odd ambiguity between the 
Golden Globes and the Academy Awards 
makes the Oscar race more interesting than 
in years past. 

Hopkins received the award in 1991 for 
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Making ‘sense’ 


File courtesy of Columbia Pictures 
BEST DRAMATIC picture at the Golden Globes, ‘Sense And Sensibility,’ 
starring Emma Thompson, is one of the few award-winning movies from 
the Globes standing much of a chance of winning an Oscar this spring. 


comedy at the Globes and stands about as 
much a chance at winning an Oscar as 
Republican candidate Alan Keyes does at 
becoming president. 

The one common tie expected between 
the two awards shows is expected in the 
best picture category. The best dramatic 
picture of the Globes, Sense and Sensibility, is 
also the front-runner for the best picture 
Oscar, with Nixon and Leaving Las Vegas 
lagging behind. 

Another Oscar contender with little hope 


his role as Hannibal Lector in the thriller, 
The Silence of the Lambs. All of these hopefuls 
will have to compete with the winner of the 
last two best actor awards, Tom Hanks, who 
is riding high in Apollo 13, but is not ex- 
pected to win an unprecedented three in a 
row. 

Comedic performances are rarely recog- 
nized at the Academy Awards, which gives 
many Golden Globe nominees and winners 
little hope for the upcoming awards show. 

Babe, the story of a talking pig, won best 
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is Globe winner Nicole Kidman for best 
actress. Despite her solid performance in To 
Die For, the Oscars will tend to lean more 
towards Meryl Streep or Emma Thompson, 
in The Bridges of Madison County and Sense and 
Sensibility, respectively. 

Many surprising winners from the Globes 
stand little chance at an Oscar due to the 
conservative status quo of the Academy. 

Brad Pitt, best supporting actor in a 
drama (12 Monkeys), Sharon Stone, best ac- 
tress in a drama (Casino) and Mel Gibson, 
best director (Braveheart), all stand little 
chance of winning in their categories. They 
are all overshadowed by “serious contend- 
ers,” despite their solid work. 

Brad Pitt will face “Academy friendly” 
candidates such as Ed Harris in Apollo 13 and 
Kevin Spacey from The Usual Suspects. All 
three actors are very deserving and for 
once, the Golden Globes gave no hints ona 
likely Oscar winner in the spring. 

In the running for best director, Mel 
Gibson is one of the least talked about 
candidates to get the nod. The top of the list 
consists of Ron Howard (Apollo 13), Oliver 
Stone (Nixon) and Ang Lee of Sense and 
Sensibility. 

In speaking of a younger Hollywood 
director, writer Gregg Kilday said in Enter- 
tainment Weekly, “Don’t expect the voters to 
welcome (him) into their midst—they usu- 
ally don’t like young whippersnappers.” 

It is this ever-apparent concept that hin- 
ders the Academy Awards from honoring 
the most deserving candidates consistently. 

The divergent mesh of the Golden Globes 
this year spawned such remarks from the 
recipients as “OK, it’s a miracle,” from 
Sharon Stone and “Oh nol...I’d like to thank 
the members of — actually, the makers of 
Kaopectate,” from Brad Pitt. 

It is this kind of freshness present in the 
Globes and lacking in the Oscars that pre- 
vents the Academy Awards from doing their 
job in honoring the industry’s best. 
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Local theater allows owners to pursue dream 


} Atypical films fully stocked refreshment section, along 


with a wide selection of movies available 


unique setting make The forrental. 
Last year approximately 26,000 people 


Screening Room shine went through their doors, most on a regu- 
lar basis. It’s an impressive head count, but 

By COLIN TIERNEY not enough to live on. 
Ass’t Arts & Entertainment Editor The pair both have other jobs, because 
they can not live off the theater’s income 
he small building may not looklikea alone. The theater is a passion for the both 
movie theater, andone could walkby of them; nonetheless, they have still found 
it without a second glance, but the ways to make improvements to the build- 
Screening Room is a rare treat and well ing by making renovations and updating 

worth a look inside. their equipment. 

The Screening Room is located on 82 “We do have plans to do our lobby over,” 
State St. in the heart of downtown _ said Langsam. “We put new seats and car- 
Newburyport. The single screentheaterseats peting inside the theater, and a few years 
99 and specializes in showing different ago we put in 35 mm equipment.” 


movies than you will probably see at major While using their old 16 mm projectors, 
theatres. they would have to convert the standard, 
Owners and operators Nancy Langsam wider 35 mm film to fit their projectors. 

and Andrew Mungo opened in June 1982 Updating their projectors from 16 mm 
after a series of short lived attempts in to35mmwasanexpensive job, but they got 
other locations, and they have received help from the public. 

support from their loyal customers ever “And for that (the 35mm projectors) we 
since. got a lot of our money from our customers; 


“We just try to show good movies here,” we dida fund-raiser,” Langsam said. “It was 
Langsam said. “Itissortofanarthouse,we really expensive, and we couldn’t afford to 
do show a lot of foreign films, wetrytopick do the whole thing ourselves at the time.” 
good American or foreign films. “ They also managed to install an 8- speaker 

Langsam, who handles mostofthebook- surroundsound system, to make the movie- 
ing for the films, tries to get a mix of titles. | going experience even more enjoyable. 

“We now have a Chinese film coming The Screening Room distributes a calen- 
up, we’ve had lots of English films and _ dar providing information about the films 
Australian films lately,and we didhaveone _ playing. Admission is $5 for adults and half 


from Macedonia a few months ago.” price for seniors. For more avid moviegoers, 
They do, however, show movies that books of ten tickets are sold for $35. 
were released nationally that they think In the fast-paced world of Hollywood, it 


are of importance such as Pulp Fiction and seems hundreds of movies of all kinds are 
the recent film Get Shorty, which had sellout released every day. It can be hard to tell 
performances. what is worth spending your hard-earned 

“We don’t (sellout) so much during the moneyon. You can count on the Screening 


week, but we do on weekends a lot espe- Room to play movies of importance and s 
A league of its own 


cially certain times of the year, like the enrichment. 


_ C. Tierney photo 
noted. from the typical movie scene, check outthe CULTURAL ENRICHMENT meshes with divergent entertainment, giving 
Stepping into the lobby, you'll find a ScreeningRoom. You won’tbe disappointed. _Newburyport’s Screening Room an advantage over local movie theaters. 


spring is probably our best season,” Langsam For those looking for a change of pace 
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the ERASERS by Clin Tierney 


AY NAME IS JIM AnD TEAM’. UNKNOwhy FORMULA 
zn A SPY, IVE BEEN PUT. RETRIEVED FROM MARS au LEN 
ON ASSIGNMENT. ere cece ty, ee ie oP 

WN ue || | BeroRe Tre Too LATE!) 


$0, ARE You FROM 
AROUND HERE, Ay..- s, ‘A 


VM, WELL Oe ee ARE You 7 


LWAYs THI 
prior save, “ smaoTH eS 
LETS Gol ¢ ‘ 


LETSS<NCK 
TO BUSINES s 


rE 
Me JusT WAIT UNTIL I TURN OFF THE MIXER!/ 


ty 
‘ 


SPARK, L DON'T 
MIND YOU LICKING 
THE BEATERS... 


Email: Georgetoon@aol.com 


ES za PR 
, TY 2 ET bx Oj |) 3}— TTT a1 
, &, ©, ©, ™, \¢ ier ae nen m em MNT 


OUT ON A LIMB by GARY KOPERVAS 
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Meet The Author Don’t Say That! 


Writer to speak 
at Bradford 


Bradford College invites all NECC stu- 
dents and facuity to come and meet 
author Mike Doty Thursday, Feb. 8. 


“T never fo rget a face, 1. What is Elton John's real name? 
2. What was the original name for the 


but in your case I’ll Beatles? 


make an exception.” 3. Name the most watched television 
Groucho Marx show of the 1980s. 


Doty, the author of My Alexandria, 
which won the National Book Critics 
Circle Award, will hold various class 
discussions in Bradford’s poetry and 
literature courses during the after- 
noon. 

In addition to his classroom ap- 
pearances throughout the day, he 
will hold a reading at 8 p.m. in the 
Alumni Room of the Hemingway Li- 
brary. At the reading, he will recite 
poems from his latest book, titled 
Atlantis. 

Doty is currently a visiting poetry 
instructor at the Provincetown Work- 
shop and is the author of four collec- 
tions of poems. He is appearing at 
Bradford as part of their spring Read- 
ing Series. 

R.S.V.P. Kathy Bresnahan at (508) 
372-7161. 


“We’re more popular 
than Jesus now. I don’t 
know which will go 
first-rock ’n’ roll or 
Christianity.” 


John Lennon 


“I guess this proves 
there are as many nuts 
in the Academy as 


anywhere else.” 
Jack Nicholson 


4. How many Oscars did Walt Disney 
receive in his lifetime? 

5. Name the only rap album to eclipse 
the 10 million albums sold mark. 

6. Name the last movie to win all five 
top Oscars (Best: Picture, Actor, Ac- 
tress, Director, and Adapted Screen- 


play). 
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Alternative rock 
1. Wonderwall: Oasis 
2. 1979: Smashing Pumpkins 
3. Glycerine: Bush 
4. I Got Id: Pearl Jam 
5. Natural One: Folk Implosion 
6. The World I Know: Collective Soul 
7. Cumbersome: Seven Mary Three 
8. Santa Monica (Watch The World 
Die): Everclear 
9. Brain Stew: Green Day 
10. My Friends: Red Hot Chili 
Peppers 


Singles 
1. One Sweet Day: Mariah Carey & 
Boyz II Men 

2. Exhale (Shoop Shoop): Whitney 
Houston 

3. Hey Lover: L.L. Cool J 

4. Missing: Everything But The Girl 
5. Breakfast At Tiffany’s: Deep Blue 
Something 

6. Name: Goo Goo Dolls 

7. Diggin’ On You: TLC 

8. One Of Us: Joan Osborne 

9. Gangsta’s Paradise: Coolio featur- 
ing LV. 

10. You'll See: Madonna 


TV ratings 
1. Seinfeld: NBC, Thursday, 9 p.m. 

2. Home Improvement: ABC, Tuesday, 
8 p.m. 

3. Caroline In The City: NBC, Thurs- 
day, 9:30 p.m. 

4. Friends: NBC, Thursday, 8 p.m. 

5. ER: NBC, Thursday, 10 p.m. 

6. The Single Guy: NBC, Thursday, 
8:30 p.m. 

7. Frasier: NBC, Tuesday, 9 p.m. 

8. 3rd Rock From The Sun: NBC, 
Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. 

9. Home Improvement (R): ABC, 
Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. 

10. Murphy Brown: CBS, Monday, 9 
p.m. 


Movies 
1. 12 Monkeys: Universal, Bruce 
Willis 

2. Don’t Be A Menace In South Central 
While Drinking Your Juice In The Hood: 
Miramax, Shawn Wayans 

3. Eye For An Eye: Paramount, Sally 
Field 

4. Grumpier Old Men: Warner Bros., 
Jack Lemmon 

5. Toy Story: Walt Disney, Animated 
6. Jumanji: TriStar, Robin Williams 
7. Heat: Warner Bros., Al Pacino 

8. Waiting To Exhale: 20th Century 
Fox, Angela Bassett, Whitney 
Houston 

9. Bio-Dome: MGM, Pauly Shore 

10. Father Of The Bride II: Touch- 
stone, Steve Martin 


This Week in History 


Jan. 31: In 1917, Germany, suffering 
from the British blockade, declared 
almost unrestricted submarine war- 
fare. 

In 1950, President Truman au- 
thorized production of the H-bomb. 

Feb. 1:In 1960, sit-ins began when 
four African-American college stu- 
dents in Greensboro, N.C., refused 
to move from a Woolworth lunch 
counter when denied service. 

Feb. 2: Ground Hog Day. 

Feb. 3: In 1917, the U.S. severed 
all diplomatic ties with Germany 

In 1994, President Clinton an- 
nounced that the U.S. was lifting its 
trade embargo with Vietnam. 

Feb. 4: In 1789, George Washing- 
ton was chosen president by all elec- 
tors voting, and John Adams was 
chosen as vice-president. 

Feb. 5: In 1917, General John J. 
Pershing withdrew his forces from 
Mexico. 

Feb. 6: In 1778, the House of 
Representatives approved a bill deal- 
ing with the line-item veto; the bill 
would give the president authority 
to reject individual spending items 
in legislation. ; 
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Men’s team 


now a club 


® Frustrating season 
continues as several 
players are cut loose 
after fall semester 


By JELANI PHILLIPS 
Ass’t Sports Editor 


fter four men’s basketball players 
were dropped for academic reasons, 


a meeting between athletic director 
Carl Beal and men’s basketball coach Dick 
Steele ended with a decision to turn the 
team into a club sport. 

Club sport means any student is eligible 
to play for the team with no restriction 
because of class load or grades. The prob- 
lem with a club is the team cannot enter 
any of the NJCAA league tournaments. 

Switching from varsity to club only re- 
quires a form submitted to the National 
and Regional offices of the Massachusetts 
Community College Athletic Council. Those 
are the only rules applied by the council for 
the change. 

The Knights began the year with nine 
players, but after the fall semester, four 
players became ineligible due to poor grades. 

Eligibility standards for first-year play- 
ers require a four class minimum while 
maintaining a GPA of 1.75. Second year 
players must have 24 credits from the pre- 
vious year, taking four classes and main- 
taining a GPA of 2.00. 

The Knights picked up only one new 
player over break, leaving them with just 
six players. In the second half of a recent 
game against Newbury, guard David Diaz 
sprained his right ankle. He will be side- 
lined at least a month, according to Steele. 

This bad luck leaves the team with just 
five players, and no subs, according to 
starting center George Kampourakis. 

“It is really tough playing with five play- 
ers,” he said. “Other teams constantly keep 
fresh legs in the game and run us into the 
ground.” 

Mike Smith, assistant athletic director] 
women’s basketball coach, thinks the eli- 
gible players should not be upset with the 
administration or coaches, but should place 
fault on the ineligible players. 

“My first reaction is yes for the kids,” he 
said. “But technically no. They’re here for 
an education. I think it’s the player’s re- 
sponsibility to make sure not to flunk out.” 

Steele sympathizes with the players who 
are eligible and come to practice every day. 

“I really feel for the guys who have stuck 
with this program since the beginning,” 
Steele said. “They work so hard and come to 
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Trip includes. . . 


¢ Round trip airfare from Boston 


¢ 5 — Day lift ticket 

¢ 7 —Nights in a deluxe condominium 
¢ All taxes and gratuities 

¢ Upgrades are available 


Spring Break 


in Steamboat, Colorado. 
Offered by Moguls Ski & Snow board 


¢ Round trip transfers from airport to lodging 


¢ Promontory and Alpine Meadows offer outdoor hot tubs on site 
¢ FREE shuttle bus service to slopes and available for nightlife service 


March 18 - 25 for only $ 835 


Price $835 you can deduct $300 from trip price if you are using your own Frequent Flyer or American Express air 
vouchers. Final payment is due by Feb., 12. $25 refundable security deposit is due with final payment. Prices listed are 
cash/check price if paying final payment or full payment by credit card add 3%. Stay in deluxe condominiums at 
Promontory or Alpine Meadows. FREE shuttle bus takes you to the slopes in 5 minutes and is availablo for nightlife 
locations. Both properties have an outdoor hot tub on the premises. Reserve your spot. 


For more info call Stephen Cleary at 508-686-056 
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MIKE SMITH, assistant athletic di- 


rector. 
practice everyday, but only have won one 


game.” 

Power forward, Eric D’Antonio, is leav- 
ing for Greece Feb. 2 to continue his studies 
abroad. With D’Antonio off the team, the 
Knights were down to four players and 
were faced with either canceling the season 
altogether or continuing as a club. They 
chose to become club because Steele thought 
it would be unfair to the players who worked 
hard all year. 

“I wanted to go club because I wanted 
the guys that came every day to practice 
and got their studies done to at least be able 
to finish the season and have fun doing it,” 
he said. 

Even though the team went 1-9 the first 
half of the season, Steele thinks it was a 
positive experience. 

“Considering what we had for people, I 
think the first half went very well,” Steele 
said. “The patience of some of these guys 
really astonished me. They really are nice 
kids.” 

Steele thinks now that the team has 
become a club, more players will try out for 
the team. Steele also hopes the team will 
win more games in the second half. 

“Now that anybody can play that comes 
here, I hope we get a lot more bodies out 
here,” Steele said. “We can have some real 
fun and win a couple of games.” 

The Knights will not be able to go to the 
regionals this year, but some of the players 
who do want to continue playing at a four- 
year school will have a chance to get some 
looks by scouts from Divisions I or II. 

“Guys like Matt (Curran), George and 
Eric really wasted a year in eligibility be- 
cause they have a lot of talent that will not 
be seen as much because they are not 
playing in the regionals,” he said. 

With the club status only temporary, 
Steele has already begun to pull in some 
rookies for next year’s squad in hopes of 
changing the look of the men’s basketball 
and making it into a contender again. 
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@ Center comes from 
Greece to elevate skills 
in school, on court 


By JELANI PHILLIPS 
Ass’t Sports Editor 


ECC starting big man George 
N Kampourakis is not a U.S. citizen, 

but loves the American life and 
land of opportunity. He moved from Iraklio, 
Greece to Methuen two years ago to attend 
college. i 

“I came over here to get my degree and 
then go back to Greece,” he said. “But when 
Isaw how many more opportunities Ameri- 
cans had in becoming successful, that made 
me think about staying here after I gradu- 
ate.” 

He moved in with his aunt and uncle 
who moved to the States several years be- 
fore. They opened a pizza shop in Lawrence 
within their first few years in America, and 
Kampourakis works part- time for them, 10 
hours a week. 

As a full time student, he is juggling four 
classes and basketball while maintaining a 
GPA of 3.81. 

“I study real hard because I know it will 
pay off in the long run when I get a nice 
job,” he said. 

His future plans are to become a com- 
puter programmer. He would like to get a 
job in Greece closer to his family, but he 
knows there are more opportunities over 
here. 

“I would like to go to school here and 
then go back home,” he said. “But I know I 
can make more money over here - and 
money talks.” 

Kampourakis is the starting center for 
the men’s basketball team. He is 65” and 
weighs 210 pounds. He said he has always 
been taller than everybody else. It was his 
height that first got him interested in play- 
ing basketball. 

As a high school sophomore in Greece, a 
friend convinced him to try out for the 
basketball team because of his height. He 
practiced and made the squad. 

Since it was his first year playing basket- 
ball,‘the fundamentals did not come easy to 
him, so his playing time was limited. 

After his sophomore year, his coach 
showed him the ins and outs of how to play 
the game. 

He came back his junior and senior year 
as a starter, leading the team in rebounds 
and ranked second in the scoring depart- 
ment. 

“My coach really helped me out the year 
after my first season.” Kampourakis said. “I 
owe a lot of my success now to him.” 

Although the team has endured a forget- 
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: File photo 
NECC COACH Dick Steele offers insight to his starting five, including 
Greece native George Kampourakis, #43. Kampourakis has produced both 
in the classroom as well as on the basketball court. 


Hard work pays off 
for Knights’ big man 


table season, Kampourakis enjoys playing 
ball for the Knights, and he enjoys playing 
under coach Dick Steele. 

“I like Steele because he has a lot of 
patience and gives everybody a chance to 
play, even if they don’t know the game,” 
Kampourakis said. 

Steele also enjoys having Kampourakis 
on the team. 

“George is a hard worker and because 
we are short-handed, he has to help out 
with other positions as well as playing his 
own,” he said. 

Both point guard Matt Curran and Eric 
D’Antonio like the idea of having 
Kampourakis’ soft, sweet jumper and the 
big presence looming around the paint. 

“George has one of the best outside 
shots for a big man that I have ever played 
with,” Curran said. 

“Tlove having him in the paint with me,” 
said Knights power forward D’Antonio. “He 
is so strong on the boards.” 

Kampourakis hopes the team will havea 
better second half of the season, but he 
knows it’s going to be tough with just five 
or six players. : 

“I am just going to go out and give 100 
percent every night,” Kampourakis said. 
“And if we lose, I will learn to accept it 
because I know I have tried my best.” 

After this year, he wants to attend a four- 
year school and has narrowed his selection 
down to Daniel Webster College and UMass/ 
Amherst. He would love to go to Daniel 
Webster because they have expressed inter- 
est in him playing basketball. 

“I just want to get my bachelor’s de- 
gree,” Kampourakis said. “If I can play ball 
at the school I go to, that would be a dream 
come true.” 

Even if he doesn’t play for his next 
school, he will continue to play the game he 
loves — for fun. 


“I am just going to go 
out and give 100 per- 
cent every night, and if 
we lose, I will learn to 
accept it because I 


know I have tried my 
best.” 


George Kampourakis, 
NECC starting center 
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Women shooting for tournament spot 


@ Strong, steady, overpowering 
play should enhance playoff 
hopes in the second half 


By DANNY ROGER 
Sports Editor 


ith the first half of the season complete, the 
Wee women’s basketball team will look to 

continue its winning ways as players approach a 
tough stretch in the schedule. 

While losing two players for personal reasons, head 
coach Mike Smith commended the squad on its play and 
hopes it continues. 

“I was pleased overall,” he said. “There were a couple of 
games I was disappointed in our play. think all teams want 
to go undefeated, but I can’t change that.” 


The Knights (9-3, seeded #1 in the region), blend a 


patient outside game with a powerful inside game, making 
it difficult for other teams to focus on which part of the 
offense to contain. 

One area Smith has been impressed with during the 
season is the way the team has distributed its scoring. 

“In the beginning of the season, I said the team would 
not have just one superstar,” he said. “I’ve got four to five 
girls in the 8-14 point area.” 

Floor general Stacie Dion leads the Knights in scoring 
with 14 ppg and 7 assists. With Deana DelTorchio (11.3 
ppg), Meghan Miller (11.8 ppg) and Wendy Wojtkowski 
(10.6 ppg), the Knights have a good 1-2-3-4 punch for other 
teams to deal with. 

“I think the girls know what to expect from me,” he said. 
“I don’t expect a big night from anyone of my players. I 
anticipated different high scorers in different games. It has 
been proven so far.” 

Smith also emphasized the team’s enthusiasm, emotion 
and goals. But for every good team, there are always areas 
of improvement to propel a team’s performance even 
higher. 

In earlier losses to Becker and a smaller and quicker St. 
Michael’s JV team, the Knights’ weaknesses showed. Al- 
though overly pleased with the style of play, Smith can’t 
understand why it takes a while for his team to gel at the 
start of all the contests. 

“We need to work at rebounding and boxing out,” he 
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Take your places 


File photo 


KNIGHTS GUARD Stacie Dion waits for the refs signal during a recent game against St. Michael’s. 


said. “We have to realize it’s a 40 minute game instead of 
starting out lackluster in the first 10 minutes. We've got to 
come out and set the tone of a game right away.” 

The Knights do come out shooting. Against Roxbury 
C.C., NECC threw up 97 shots, but a 38 percent field goal 
percentage is something Smith would like to see increase 
in the next few games. 

The Knights will endure the meat of their schedule in 
the upcoming weeks. Division II teams such as Hesser C.C. 
Massasoit C.C. and Div. III Becker will provide strong 


competition. 


“The next seven or eight games are going to tell us how 
good we are,” Smith said. “We’re good enough to play with 


the competition of this stretch. It will show the girls if they 
can bear down and win.” 

The Knights are averaging 10 points per game more 
than their opponents. 

A team motto has driven the Knights to thinking 
anything is possible if things are done right: 

“Coming together is a beginning, 

Keeping together is progress, 

Working together is success.” 

“We've done the first two, and we’re working on the 
last,” Smith said. “These girls are together, they want to 
win, they’re looking for one goal. Ifyou came into practices, 
you would see it, too.” 


Knights hammer foes with strong defense 


while Crowell was praised by Smith, refer- 


& Outnumbering teams, 
women’s squad on roll 
after punishing wins 


By DANNY ROGER 
Sports Editor 


basketball team right now: good in- 

side game, aggressive defensive, strong 
bench and in recent games, a winning 
margin of victory by 37 points a game helps. 

Against Roxbury C.C., the Knights (9-3) 
had an advantage at the start, outnumber- 
ing Roxbury 9-5. With only five players, RCC 
could not keep up with the fresh legs com- 
ing off the bench. 

NECC got off to a 10-2 roll in the first 
four minutes, spearheaded by Deana 
DelTorchio’s six points. ‘ 

After an eight minute lapse without a 
point, a runner in the lane by Roxbury’s 
Debbie Kato (20 points) stopped a Knight 16- 

_ 2 run, making it 20-4. 

| Two baskets by Kato and Neycole Hill cut 
_ the lead to 14 points. The Knights then ran 
_ offanother 12 straight points as one Knight 
_ seemed to be ahead of the pack after defen- 
sive rebounds for easy lay-ins. 

The first half ended with :50 still remain- 
_ ing after Roxbury’s Brenda Rivera collapsed 
to the floor due to exhaustion, but she did 
Teturn to play the second half without 
further complications. The score at the half 
had the Knights ahead 41-12. 

The second half was a good time to play 
the starters sparingly and give the bench 
some extra minutes. : 

“In games like these, we try to execute, 
workon fundamentals and our weaknesses,” 
coach Mike Smith said. “It’s a tough game 
to coach or get into.” 

The Knight’s Amanda Crowell (5 points) 
and Lauren Kibildis (8 points) pounded away 
on the boards, maintaining a 37 point lead 
throughout the last 20 minutes. The final 


S ome reasons not to play the women’s 


score read NECC 74, Roxbury 30. 

Balanced scoring from the Knights in- 
cluded Wendy Wojtkowski and Sharon Bill- 
ings with 10 points each, Lynette Sbano (9 
points), Stacie Dion (8 points), Meghan Miller 
(6 points), and Charlene Bourque with three 
points. 

Roxbury’s scoring included Hill and Tanji 
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Times 12:00 noon 


You'll gain valuable experience, 


ey World College Program offers 
pportunity to experience 


Id of Disney” 


e part of a top-notch team 
ame goal of a spectacular 


pus to answer all your questions 
Walt Disney World College Program. 


Interviewing: All Majors! Positions available throughout theme parks and resorts; 
attractions, food & beverage, merchandise, lifeguarding, and many others! 


Presentation Date: February 28, 1996 


Location: Bentley Library, Section C 
For More Information Contact: Jean Poth 


Clay (4 points each) and Hilda Gonzalez 
with two points. 

Against Newbury: a different team, but 
the same results. Although the Knights had 
to battle in the first few minutes, keeping 
the game close at 18-18, they plowed the 
rest of the way, winning 76-43. 

Sbano led all scorers with 17 points 


ring to her seven point, seven rebound and 
seven blocked shot performance. 

The Knights real tests are on the horizon 
as they take on Division II Massasoit C.C. 
Saturday, Feb. 3 (1 p.m.), Becker C.C., Mon- 
day, Feb. 5 (6 p.m.) and Hesser Wednesday, 
Feb. 7 (6 p.m.). All games are at home. 


Walt [%isney World. 


An Equal Opportunity Employer « Drawing Creativity from Diversity 
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FREE Calling Card 
Saves Students 
up to 72% 


SS ae Look at these GREAT features: 


e A low, low flat rate of 17.5¢ per minute. Anywhere, Anytime, 


2 night or day. (HI, AK, PR & USVI, rates slightly higher) 
Sound too good to be true? l © NO SURCHARGE EVER! (AT&T, Sprint & MCI ALL add a hefty 
That's what many of our customers thought too, Se surcharge on each and every call). 
but the reason is simple. The other calling cards like ® Card is absolutely FREE. No monthly service charge. 
> AT&T, Sprint, and MCI charge you a surcharge on No monthly minimum. 
This is a stand-alone card; no need to change your home 


your very first calling minute. Surcharges of ‘ ; 
80¢-85¢ are added right to the top... PER MINUTE, FLAT RATE or ee pebeets carrier. 
and to add insult to injury, you'll be charged up to © International calling at discounted rates. 


35¢ per minute every minute thereafter! NO SURCHARGE! © Multiple calling feature. 


® Toll-free access with quality, clear connections. 


Ready to stop throwin 
Savadiey way? J COMPARE THESE RATES YOURSELF... © - Urhour' Customer Service, 7 days:per week. 
The FREE EasyCard™ offers students a real SHORT CALL COMPARISON | LONG CALLCOMPARISON | A/Cl, fake a look at these EasyCard’” 
savings alternative, when making calls NY City to LA - 12 Noon/3 minutes | NY City to LA- 12 Noon/45 minutes} J 7 SuperSaver International Rates... 
: = 
Se ktey Ap ciciance bos leat SURCHARGE COSTMN TOTALCOST _ SAV SURCHARGE COSTMIN. TOTALCOST_ SAUNGS aan 5c ae Senin 
, 7 3 CM _| AUSTRALIA = 49¢/min =| «= MALASIA—$1.29/min 
best rate in the entire country! You can use EasyCard0 %7.5¢ S3¢ _ - | EasyCard'017.5¢ $7.88 BRAZIL _—89¢/min SINGAPORE 7¢imin 
EasyCard™ at payphones in dorms or ATT# —-85¢ -35¢ $1.90 72% | art  — 85¢ 35¢ $16.60 53%] CANADA —_—25¢/min SOUTH KOREA 99¢/min 
MCI* 84¢ 34¢ $1.86 72% | mci B4¢ 34¢ $16.14 51% FRANCE 49¢/min SPAIN 89¢/min 
hotel rooms or anywhere, using one convenient GERMANY —59¢/min SWITZERLAND 79¢/min 
800#! Since you pay the bills with a SPRINT* 85¢ 33¢ $1.84 74% | spRINT* 85¢ 33¢ $15.70 50%] — HONG KONG 69¢/min TAIWAN 69¢/min 
credit card. there’s no extra checks to *RATES QUOTED 11/17/95, STANDARD DAYTIME CALLING CARD RATES, 1911-3000 MiLes. ISRAEL ——_$1.09/min UNITED ; 
ee Baae Now that’s Eas! ITALY 79¢/min KINGDOM  39¢/min 
a nee scan if = As seen in MONEY Magazine- 
ervices for EasyCard™ are provided by “The Big Three’s calling cards all have hefty surcharges. iti ? 
The American Travel Network and PNG . if you dial (Be the road castes “4 What are oe waiting for: 
rat : ye e Fill out the EasyCard Order Form below. . . 
Telecommunications, Inc. Itemized monthly American Travel Network's card at just 17.5¢ a minute.” * 


billing will come from PNG. The long distance there's also one to pass on to a friend. If you have 
carrier will be among the top largest long questions, be sure to call American Travel Network 
distance companies in the country 1-800-477-9692 at 1-800-477-9692. (8am-4pm, Mon-Fri, M.S.T.) 
and their quality and service is superior. You owe it to yourself to save money 

$y CALL WITH QUESTIONS OR FOR FURTHER INFORMATION : : 
Doesn't it make sense to use EasyCard? DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED on every call you make with EasyCard™! 


C+ —p-—_ <a" £e Pi h eben ba_ae E_aebizitve. ~~ 


LEAS YVYCARD OFIDEF FOrEIVE 


* MONEY Magazine, July 1995, Pages 106-115. 


i i 
fl PLEASE COMPLETELY FILL OUT THE EASYCARD ORDER FORM - PRINT LEGIBLY OR TYPE — THEN ENCLOSE IT IN AN ENVELOPE AND i 
; MAIL IT BACK TO THE ADDRESS BELOW, WE'LL DO THE REST. YOU MAY ALSO FAX IT BACK TO US ANYTIME TO 1-800-700-4387. k 
APPLICATION FOR EASYCARD USING A CREDIT CARD: My signature below indicates my authorization for HSG (American Travel Network) to act as my agent for the ; 
j NAME EASYCARD™ telephone calling card service. | hereby authorize the biller, PNG Telecommunications, to 
| TTT. TCC ATTA __ automatically charge my credit card each month, without further authorization, for the amount of my 5 
I ADDRESS EASYCARD™ calling card calls plus applicable taxes. \ 
i | agree to not use my calling card if | am near my credit limit and it would be likely that a charge would not be 1. 
CITY ST ZIP approved by my credit card company. At any time a charge is not approved, | agree to pay to PNG 
Telecommunications an extra processing fee of $20 to keep my calling card account active. 4 
i HOME PHONE (or contact phone) | agree to promptly review monthly billing and to notify PNG of any disputed amount, and if | do not do this, | j 
‘ | CHARGE CARD TYPE: VISA MASTER CARD DISCOVER agree to accept charges as accurate. | understand that any disapproved charges in addition to processing fees | 
"i i wTEre aot. ae may be subject to collection expenses, including reasonable attorney fees as allowed by law in my state of : 
CARD NUMBER: EXP.DATE___—Ss——_—C_séesiiencez ; 
t et | agree to immediately notify PNG in the event my EASYCARD™ is lost or stolen. | agree to not use my calling i 
o Name on card, if different from above card if my credit card is cancelled and guaranty payment to PNG of all amounts owing. f 
jf different, what is relationship to card applicant? if the itemized monthly statement is to be sent to a non-US or non-Canadian mailing address, | agree to be billed ff 
J ESTIMATED an extra $2.00 per month for postage and handling charges. i 
MONTHLY 
CARD USAGE: $ Social Secufity #ef 2 See eee nae AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE i 
k (REQUIRED FOR US CITIZENS ONLY) DATE Sis rb AEROS Sn) eet | 
ce nein Travel Network * 10211 N. 32nd St. / Suite AS * Phoenix, AZ 85028 * 1-800-477-9692 % Fax: 1-800-700-4387 FRR yENDrTESr nn ernOramn OE | ae 
= ME Te EON Oe SN SE CS) SET EE CS SE SA BG A GS Gee SS ee ee A A ee ee ee ee ee 


AND PASS THES ONE Om Teo A FRIENE .. =. 


 —_— —_—— ea 2. a ae Shae bP Le Seb aeive 


ESAS YCARD ORDEF FOr IVE 


{ ‘ 
i PLEASE COMPLETELY FILL OUT THE EASYCARD ORDER FORM -— PRINT LEGIBLY OR TYPE — THEN ENCLOSE IT IN AN ENVELOPE AND 4 
j MAIL IT BACK TO THE ADDRESS BELOW, WE'LL DO THE REST. YOU MAY ALSO FAX IT BACK TO US ANYTIME TO 1-800-700-4387. i 
APPLICATION FOR EASYCARD USING A CREDIT CARD: My signature below indicates my authorization for HSG (American Travel Network) to act as my agent for the j 
Hs E 3 EASYCARD™ telephone calling card service. | hereby authorize the biller, PNG Telecommunications, to 
NAME 
t TTT aaa automatically charge my credit card each month, without further authorization, for the amount of my i 
I ADDRESS EASYCARD™ calling card calls plus applicable taxes, i 
i | agree to not use my calling card if | am near my credit limit and it would be likely that a charge would not be i 
CITY ST ZIP__—S——SSSSS—S—Ssaapproved by my credit card company. At any time a charge is not approved, | agree to pay to PNG 
a Telecommunications an extra processing fee of $20 to keep my calling card account active. i 
HOME PHONE (or contact phone) 
: TT ns09890romnr_ | agree to promptly review monthly billing and to notify PNG of any disputed amount, and if | do not do this, | I 
| CHARGE CARD TYPE: VISA MASTER CARD DISCOVER agree to accept charges as accurate. ! understand that any disapproved charges in addition to processing fees i 
‘ b ae rag ar may be subject to collection expenses, including reasonable attorney fees as allowed by law in my state of 1 
CARD NUMBER: EXP. DATE residence. 
i ae ; | agree to immediately notify PNG in the event my EASYCARD™ js lost or stolen. | agree to not use my calling t 
j Name on card, if different from above cardi my credit card is cancelled and guaranty payment to PNG of all amounts owing. 1 
| If different, what is relationship to card applicant?__==== tthe itemized monthly statement is to be sent to a non-US or non-Canadian mailing address, | agree to be billed ff 
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